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TO TH RIGHT
HONORABLE, MY SINGVLAR

GOOD LORD, ROBERT EARLE OF
Effex and Ewe, Earle Marfhall of England, Vif-
count Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Bourchier
and Louaine, Matfler of the Queenes Masefties horfe , &
of the Ordenance, Chancellor of the Vniuerfitie of Cam-
bridge, Knight of the moft mobdle order of the Gar-
. ter, and one of ber Highneffe moft bo-
norable Priuy Counfell.

JtEncing (Right honorable)
S ¥.lin this new fangled age, is like

Z/lour fafhions , euerie daye a
change, refembling the Ca-
Jllmelion,whoaltereth himfelfe

Thatitisfo , experience teacheth vs : why itis

fo , I doubt not but your wifedome doth con-

ceiue. There is nothing permanent that is not

true, what can be true that is vncertaine ? how

can that be certaine, that ftands vpon vncertain
Ajg
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grounds? The mind of managreedie hunter af-
ter truth, finding the feeming truth but chaun-
ging, not alwayes one, but alwayes diuerfe, for-
fakes the fuppofed, to find out the affured cer-
taintie: and fearching euery where faue where
. it fhould, meetes with all faue what it would.,
VVho feekes & finds not, feekes in vaine ; who
feekes in vaine, muft if he wil find feeke againe:
and feeke he may againe and againe, yetall in
vaine. VVho feekes not what he would, as he
fhould, and where he fhould, as in all other
things (Right honourable) fo in Fencing : the
mind defirous of truth, huntsafterit,and hating
falthood, flies from it,and therfore hauing mif-
fed itonce, itaflayes the fecond time: if then he
thriuesnot, he tries anotherway : whé that hath
failed he aduentures on the third: & if all thefe
faile him, yet he never faileth to chaunge his
weapon, his fight, his ward, if by any meanes he
may compafle what he moft affe@s: for becaufe
men defire to find out a true defence for them-
felues in their fight, therefore they feeke it dili-
gently, nature hauing taught vs to defend our
felues,and Art teaching how : and becaufe we
mifle it in one way we chaunge to another. But

though
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though we often chop and change, turne and
returne, from ward to ward, from fight to fight,
in this vnconftant fearch, yet wee neuer reft in
anie, and that becaufe we neuer find the truth:

and therefore we neuer find it, becaufe we neuer Ex/i6 maiters
“ . o of defence, are
fecke it in that weap -2 where it may be found. profiasic mes-

bers in the com-

For , to feeke for a true defence in an vntrue s weash, i

weapon, is to angle on the earth for fith, and to [, 5 "%

huntin the fea for Hares: truthisancient though e of tras
. O Defence , weight
it feeme an vpftart : our forefathers were wife, nd cnnemin
though our age account them foolith , valiant ,i‘,'.‘,;;_’f,,,,

though we repute them cowardes: they found /e =4

out the true defence for their bodies in fhort # ammand, be-
. . canfe it maketh
weapons by their wifdome, theydefended them siem sar, bvis

felues and fubdued their enemies, with thofc;:f':;';,‘}'ﬁ”

weapons with their valour. And (Right hono- %4/, ané
rable)if we will haue this true Defence, we muft e werrs for-
feeke itwhere it is,in fhort Swords, thort Staues Priac, defeser

the halfe Pike, Partifans , Gleues , or fuch like £ i Zmms

weapons of perfe& l&gths, not in long Swords, 2zt Repiris

long Rapiers, nor frog pricking Poiniards : for s, sr/ur-
. . Sred te be tanght,
if there be no certain groundsfor Defence,why seca it ma-

Reth men feare-

do they teach it? if there be , why haue they not sy 2775

) e . in frgle siahitt,
found it? Not becaufe itis not : to fay fo, were "’:,{;ﬁjé'g i

to gainefay the truth : but becaufe it is not cer-frsiceast in e
A 4' res.
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taine in thofe weapons which they teach. To
proue this, I haue fet forth thefe my Paradoxes,
different I confefle from the maine current of
our outlandifh teachers, but agreeing I am well
aflured to the truth,and tendingasI hope to the
honor of our Englith nation. The reafonwhich
moued me to aduenture fo great a taske, is the
defire I haue to bring the truth to light, which
hath long time lyen hidden in the caue of con-
tempt, while we like degenerate fonnes, haue
forfaken our forefathers vertues with their wea.
pons,and haue lufted like men ficke ofaftrange
ague, after the ftrange vices and deuifes of Ita-
lian, French and Spanith Fencers, litle remem-
bring , that thefe Apifh toyes could not free
Rome from Brennius facke, nor Fraunce from
King Henrie the fifthisconqueft. Tothisdefire
to find out truth the daughter of time, begotten
of Bellona , I was alfo moued , that byit I might
remoue the great lofle of our Engli(h gallants,
which we daily fuffer by thefe imperfet fights,
wherein none vndertake the combat, be his
caufe neuer fo good, his ciining neuer fo much,
his ftrength and agilitie neuer fo great, but his
vertue was tied to fortune : happie man, happie

doale,
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doale , kill or be killed is the dreadfull iffue of
this divellith imperfe@ fight. If that man were
now aliue, which beat the Maifter for the fcho-
lers fault, becaufe he had no better inftru&ed
him , thefe Italian Fencers could not efcape his
~ cenfure , who teach vs Offence, not Defence,
and to fight , as Diogenes {cholers were taught
to daunce, to bring their liues toan end by Art.
VVas Aiax a coward becaufe he fought with a
feuen foulded Buckler,or are we mad to go na-
ked into the ficld to trie our fortunes, not our
vertues? VVas Achilles a run-away, who ware
that well tempered armour, or are we defperat,
who care for nothing but to fight,andlearnlike
the Pigmeys, to fight with bodkins, or weapons
of like defence? Is it valour for a man to go na-
ked againft his enemie? why then did the La-
cedemonians punith him as defperate, whom
they rewarded for his vallour with a Lawrell
crowne? But that which is moftfbamefull, they g, w & witr s
teach mé to butcher one another here at home ;24 tat in

in peace,wherewith they cannot hurt their ene- %/ Repis

. A ) oraencata
mies abrode in warre. For, your Honour well oot f"}l" T
3 that I anjwere:
knowes, that when the battels are ioyned, and iy ure infags-

come to the charge, there is no roome for them ;77 %4/7 |
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Bilts, whereby

theyare iy t0 drawe their Bird-fpits, and when they haue
s ‘:;ﬁ"'f’;_" them, what can they doe with them? can they
cially forthe 424, pierce his Corflet with the point? can they vn-

tnarbme? " lace his Helmet, vnbuckle his Armour , hew a-
f,;i’,,‘:},",’,{:’," “funder their Pikes with a Stocata,a reuerfa,a Dritta,
oy theln /7 a Stramafon,or other fuch like t€peftuous termes?
the firceof b N0, thefe toyes are fit for children, not for men,

band being ta o
Smbimsna for ftragling boyes of the Campe , to murder

Tt inir poultrie, not for men of Honour to trie the bat-
sk e, tellwith their foes. Thus I haue (right Honora-
:th;g:.}{ﬁ;' ble) for the trial of the truth, betweene the fhort
sath Yene ravgtr, SWOTd and the long Rapier, for the faving of the
Joriwied e liues of our Englith gallants, who are fent to
o the "ofe of e certaine death by their vncertaine fights , & for
abandoning of that mifchieuous and imperfe&
weapon,which ferues to kill our friéds in peace,
but cannot much hurtour foes in warre , haue I
at this time giuen forth thefe Paradoxes to the
view of the world. And becaufe I knowe fuch
ftraunge opinions had need of ftout defence, I
humbly crave your Honorable protecion, as
one in whom the true nobility of our vi®orious
Aunceftors hath taken vp his refidence. It will
fute to the reft of your Honours moft noble c3-
plements , to maintaine the defence of their

weapons
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weapons whofe vertues you poffeffe. It agrees
with your Honourable difpofition , to receiue
withfauour what is prefented withloue. It forts
with your Lordfhips high authority , to weigh
with reafon, what is fit for marfhallmen, Itisan
viuall point of your Honor , whichwinnes your
Lordthip loue in your countrey , to defend the
truth in whomfoeuer: and it addeth a fupply to
that vvhich your Lordfhip haue of late begun
to your vnipeakeable honor and our ineftima-
ble benefite, to reduce the vvearing of fwordes
wvith hilts ouer the hands, to the Romane difci- #%.#iie

. A Tease the band
pline, no longer then they might draw themvn- sed fince shr
der their armes, or ouer their fhoulders. In all 227 % ¥
‘ ded,our enemi

or any of thefe refpecs, I reft affured that your & =i
Lordfhip vvill vouchfafe to receiue vvith fauor mesiplimd
and maintaine vvith honour thefe Paradoxes of s reafin ;.;'
mine, vvhich ifthey be fhrouded vnder fo fafe a;,’:,'f',f':,. well
thield, I vvill not doubt but to maintaine vvith ﬂ}f,::,‘:",;"‘
reafon amongft the vvife, and proue it by pra- whe pertef the

&ife vpon the ignorant, that there is no certaine
defence in the Rapier, and that there is great
aduantage in the &ort Sword againft the long
Rapicr, or all maner of Rapiers in generall, of
what length foeuer. And that the {hort Staffe
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hath the vauntage againft the long Staffe of
twelue, foureteene, fixteene or eighteene foote
long, or of what length foeuer. And againfttwo
men vvith their Swordes and Daggers, or two
Rapiers, Poiniards & Gantlets, or each of them
a cafe of Rapiers : vvhich vvhether I can per-
forme or not, I fubmit for triall to your Honors
martiall cenfure , being at all times readie to
make it good, in vvhat maner,and againft vvhat
man foeuer it.fhall ftand vvith your Lordfhips
good liking to appoint. And fo I humbly com-
mend this booke to your Lordfhips vviledome
to perufe, and your Honour to the Higheft to
protet in all health and happinefle novve and

cuer.
Your Honors in all dutie,

George Siluer.

AN



AN ADMONITION
TO THE NOBLE, ANCIENT,

VICTORIOVS, VALIANT, AND
MOST BRAVE NATION OF
ENGCLISHMEN.,

RCSAGHEL Eorge Siluer hauing the perfett 1

W N5) knowledge of all maner of weapos,

&
N éx\z a;dﬁb;ing c}::pcrli)é'ced in all martllo‘:r
W Y49, o ts, there erceiuin e
/((i."i ‘;}W; D) grcatg abufes by yths Italicmg Tea-
G-y chers of Offence done vnto them,
= the great errors, inconueniences, &

falfe refolutions they haue brought
them into, haue inforced me, euen of pitie of their moft
lamentable wounds ard flaughters, & as I verily thinke
it my bounden dutie, with all louc and hamilitie to ad-
monifh them to take heed, how they fubmit them-
felues into the hands of Italian teachers of Defence, or
ftraungers whatfoeuer; and to beware how they forfake
or fufpet their owne naturall fight, that they may by
cafting off of thefe Italianated, weake, fantafticall, and
moft diuellith and imperfe& fights, and by exerci-
fing of their owne ancient weapons, be reftored, or
atchieue vnto their natural, and moft manly and victo-

rious fight againe, the dint and force whereof manie
B




2 An Admonition
braue nations haue both felt and feared. Our plough-
men haue mightily preuailed againft them, as alfo a-
gainft Maifters of Defence both in Schooles and coun-
tries, that haue taken vpon the to ftand vpon Schoole-
trickes and iugling gambolds: whereby it grew to a
common {pecch among the countrie-men, Bring me to
a Fencer, I will bring him out of his fence trickes with
good downe right blowes, 1 will make him forget his
fence trickes I will warrant him. I fpeake not againft
Maifters of Defence indeed, they are to be honoured,
nor againft the Science, it is noble, and in mine opinio
to be preferred next to Diuinitie; for as Diuinitie pre-
ferueth the foule from hell and the diuell, fo doth this
noble Science defend the bodie from wounds & flaugh-
ter. And moreouer, the exercifing of weapons putteth
away aches, griefes, and difeafes, it increafeth ftrength,
and fharpneth the wits, it giueth a perfect iudgement,
it expelleth melancholy, cholericke and euill conceits,
it keepeth a man in breath, perfect health, and
long life. It isvnto him that hath the perfettion there-
of, a moft friendly and comfortable companion when
he is alone, hauing but only his weapon about him, it
putteth him out of all feare, & in the warres and places
of moft danger it maketh him bold, hardie, and valiant.
And for as much as this noble and moft mightie na-
tion of Englithmen, of their good natures, are alwayes
moft louing, verie credulous, & ready to cherifh & pro-
tet ftragers : yet that through their good natures they
neuer more by ftrangers or falfe teachers may be decei-
ued, once againe I am moft humbly to admonifh the, or
fuch as fhal find in themfelues a difpofition or defire to
learne their weapons of them, that from henceforth as
ftran-
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ftrangers fhall take vpon them to come hither to teach
this noble & moft valiant, & viCtorious nation to fight,
that firft, before they learne of them, they caufe a fuffi-
cient triall of them to be made, whether the excellencie
of their skill be fuch as they profefle or no, the triall to
be very requifite & reafonable, cuen fuch as I my felfe
would be contented withall, if I fhould take vpon me to
go in their countrie to teach their nation to fight. And
thisis the triall: they fhall play with fuch weapos asthey
profefle to teach withall, three bouts apeece with three
of the beft Englith Maifters of Defence, & three bouts
apeece with three vnskilful valiant men, and threebouts
apeece with three refolute men halfdrunke. Then ifthey
can defend thefelues againft thefe maifters of Defence,
and hurt, and go free from the reft, then are they to be
honored, cherifhed, and allowed for perfect good tea-
chers, what countrey men foeuer they be: but if of anie
of thefe they take foile, then are they imperfeét in
their profeffion, their fight is falfe, & they are falfe tea-
chers, deceiuers and murtherers, and to be punithed ac-
cordingly, yet no worfe punifhment vnto them I with,
then fuch as in their triall they fhall find.

There are foure efpeciall markes to know the Italian fight
is imperfelt. & that the Italian teachers and fetters
Jorth of books of Defence, neuer had the per~
Jeélion of the true fight.

he firft marke is, they feldome fight in their

sowne country vnarmed, commonly in this

betafort, a paire of Gantlettes vpon their hands,

and a good fhirt of maile vpon their bodies.

The fecod marke is, that neither éhc Italians, nor any
2

A great faser 1o
gine them choice
of their weapons,
becasfe profeffors
of armes ought to
beskilfull ewithall
maner of weapls.

2
Yer they per-

Jwade vs that the

¢eroffe of the Ra-
pier withont hile

or gantlet is fuffi-
cient.
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of their beft fcholers do neuer fight, but they are
moft comonly fore hurt, or one or both of them flaine,
The third marke is, they neuer teach their fcholers,
nor fet downe in their bookes anie perfect lengthes of*
their weapons, without the which no mancan by nature
or Art againft the perfect legth fight fafe, for being too
fhort, their times are too long, and fpaces too wide for
their defence, and being too long, they wilbe vpon cue-
rie croffe that fhall happen to be made, whether it be
done by skil or chance, in great danger of death; becaufe
the Rapier being too long, the croffe cannot be vndone
in due time, but may be done by goin¥ backe with the
feete; but that time is alwaies too long to anfwere
the time of the hand, therfore euery man ought to haue
a weapon according to his owne ftature : the tall man
muft haue his weapon longer then the man of meane
ftature, or elfe he hath wrong in his defence, & the man
of meane ftature muft haue his weapon longer then the
man of fmal ftature, or else he hath wrong in his defence;
& the man of fmal ftature muft beware that he feed not
himfelf with this vaine coceipt, that he wil haue his wea-
pon long, to reach as farre as the tall man, for therin he
fhal haue great difaduantage, both in making of a ftrong
crofle, and alfo in vncroffing againe, and in keeping his
point from croffing, and when a croffe is made vpon
him, to defend himfelf, or indanger his enemie, or to re-
deeme his loft times. Againe Rapiers longer, then is
conuenient to accord with the true ftatures of men, are
alwaies too long or too heauie to keepe their bodies in
due time from the croffe of the light fﬁort fword of per-
fect length, the which being made by the skilfull out of
any of the foure true times, vpon any of the foure CRi(;t:c
l-
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A&ions, by reafon of the vncertaintic & great fwiftnefle
in any of thefc times, they are in great danger of a blow,
or of a thruft in the hand,arme, head, body, or face, & in
euerie true croffe in the vncroffing, in great danger of a
blow vpon the head, or a full thruft in the bodie or face:
and being taken in that time & place, the firft mouer in
vncroffing fpeedeth the Rapier man of imperfect 1€gth,
whether it be too long, too thort or too heauie, and go-
eth free himfelfe by the direction of his gouernours.
The fourth marke is, the croffes of their Rapiers for
true defence of their hands are imperfet, for the true
cariage of the guardant fight, without the which all
fights are imperfet.

Of fixe chiefe caufes, that many valiant men tbinking
themfelues by their praclifes to be skilfull in their
weapons, are yet manie times in thewr fight fore
hurt, and manie times flaine by men of
Jmall skill, or none at all.

=% Hc firft and chicfeft caufe is, the lacke of the 3
2 '\ foure Gouernours, without the which it is
(ﬁ"‘\, impoﬂ'xblc to fight fafe, although a man

v hould prattife moft painfully and moft di-
ligently all the daies of his life. _

The fecond cazfe is, the lacke of knowledgein thedue
obferuance of the foure Ations, the which we cal bent,
fpent, lying fpent, and drawing backe: thefe Altions e-
uerie man fightethvpon, whether they be skilfull or vn-
skilfull, he that obferucth them is fafe, he that obfer-
ueth thé not, is in cotinuall danger of euerie thruft that
fhalbe ftrongly made againft him. %

3




No fight perfet
that is not done in
Sorce & true
time.,

6 George Siluer his

The third caufe is, they are vnpratifed in the foure
true times, neither do they know the true times fro the
falfe: therefore the true choife of their times are moft
commonly taken by chance, and feldome otherwife.

The fourth caufe is, they are vnacquainted out of
what fight, or in what maner they are to anfwer the va-
riable fight: and therefore becaufe the variable fight is
the moft eafieft fight of all other, moft comonly do an-
fwer the variable fight with the variable fight, which
ought neuer to be but in the firft diftance, or with the
fhort Sword againft the long, becaufe if both or one of
them fhall happen to prefe, and that in due time of nei-
ther fidefight be changed, the diftance, by reason of nar-
rownefle of fpace, is broken, the place is won and loft of
both fides, then he that thrufteth firft, fpeedeth: if both
happento thruft together, they are both in dager. Thefe
things fometimes by true times, by change of fights, by
chance are auoided.

The fift caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too long to vncroffe without going backe with the feet.

The fixt caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too heauie both to defend and offend in due time, & by
thefe two laft caufes many valiat me haue loft their liues.

What is the caufe that wife men in learning or praétifing
their weapons, are deceiued with
Italian Fencers.

Here are foure caufes: the firft, their schoolmaifters

are imperfect: the fecond is, that whatfoeuer they
teach, is both true & falfe; true in their demoftrations,
accordingwiththeir force& time in gétleplay, & in their
ations
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a&ions according with true force & time in rough play
or fight, falfe: forexaple, there is as much difference be-
twixt thefe two kind of fights, as thereis betwixtthe true
pictureof Sir Beuis of Southampton,& Sir Beusshimfelf, if
he were living. The third, none ca iudge of the Craftbut
the Crafts-man; the vnskilfull, be he neuer fo wife, can
not truly iudgeof his teacher, or skill, the which helear-
neth, being vnskilful himfelfe. Laftly, & to confirme for
truth all that thal be amiffe, not only in this excellt Sci-
ence of Defence, but in all other excellent fecrets, moft

commonly the lye beareth as good a fhew of truth, as
truth it felfe.

Of the falfe refolutions and vaine opinions of Rapier-men
and of the danger of death thereby enfuing. ’

T is a great queftion, & efpecially amo,
the Ragicr-n?cn » who hathpthe vZntagcg;}A
&4 P50 the thrufter, or of the warder. Some hold
@ @' ftrongly, that the warder hath the vantage:
=~ "others fay, it is moft certain that the thru-
fter hath the vantage. Nowwhen two do happe to fight,
being both of one mind, that the thrufter hath the van-
tage, they make all fhift theycan, who fhall giue the fisft
thruft: as for example, two Captaines at Southampton e-
uen as they were going to take thipping vpon thekey, fel
atftrife, drew their Rapiers, and prefently, being defpe-
rate, hardie or refolute, as thc{ call it, with all force and
ouer great fpeed, ran with their rapiers one at the o-
ther, & were both flaine. Nowwhen two of the contrary
opinion fhall meet and fight, you fhall fee verie peacea-
blewarresbetweene them: for theyverily thinke that he
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that firft thrufteth is in great danger of his life, there-
fore with all fpeede do put themfelues in ward, or Sto-
cata, the fureft gard of all other, as Vincentio faith, and
therevpon they ftand fure, faying the one to the other,
thruft and thou dare; and faith the other, thruft and
thou dare, or ftrike or thruft and thou dare, faith the o-
ther: then faith the other, ftrike or thruft and thou dare
for thy life. Thefe two cunning gentlemen ftanding
long time together, vpon this worthie ward, they both
depart in peace, according to the old prouerbe: It is
good fleeping in a whole skinne. Againe if two fhall
fight, the one of opinion, that he that thrufteth hath the
vantage, and the other of opinion, that the warder hath
the vantage, then most commonly the thrufter being
valiant, with all fpeed thrufteth home, and by reafon
of the time and fwift motion of his hand, they are moft
commonly with the points of their rapiers, or daggers,
or both, one or both of them hurt or flaine ; becaufe
their fpaces of defence in that kind of fight, are too wide
in due time to defend, and the place being wonne, the
eye of the Patient by the fwift motion of the Agents
hand, is deceived. Another refolution they ftand fure
vpon for their liues, to kill their enemies, in the which
they are moft commonly flaine themfelues: that is this:
When they find the point of their enemies rapier out
of the right line, they fay, they mayboldly make homea
thruftwith a Paffata, the which theyobferue,and do ac-
cordingly: but the other hauing a fhorter time with his
hand, as nature manie times teacheth him, fodainly tur-
neth his wrift, whereby he meeteth the other in his paf-
fage iuft with the point of his rapier in the face or body.
And this falfe refolution hath coft manie a life.

That
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That the caufé that manie are o often flaine, and manie
Jore hurt in fight with long Rapiers is not by reafon of
their dangerous thrufls, nor cunm'ngm{'w of that
Iralienated fight , but in the length and
vnwesldineffe thereof.

aa T is moft certaine, that men may with
thort fwords both ftrike, thruft, falfe and
Y double , by reafon of their diftance and
3l nimblencfle thereof , more dangeroufly
then they can with long Rapiers: and yet
when two fight with thort fwordes, iauing true fight,
there is no hurt done:neither is it poffible in anie reafon,
that anie hurt thould be done betwixt them of either
fide , and this is well knowne to all fuch as haue the per-
feCtion of true fight . By this it plainely appeareth, that
the caufe of the great flaughter, and fundrie hurts done
by long Rapiers, confifteth not in lonﬁ Reach , dange-
rous thruftes, nor cunningnefle of the Italian fight, but
in the inconuenient length, and vnweildinefle of their
long Rapiers: whereby it commonly falleth out, that in
all their A&ions appertaining to their defence, they are
vnable, in due time to performe,and continually in dan-
ger of euerie croffe, that fhall happen to be made with
their rapier blades, which being done , within the halfe
rapier;(vnleffe both be of one mind with all fpeed to de-
part, which feldome or neuer happneth betweene men
of valiant difpofition ,)it is impoffible to vncroffe, or fft
out, or to auoid the ftabbes of the Daggers. And this
hath falne out manic times amongft valiant men at
thofe weapons, =
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Of running and flanding faft in Rapier fight , the runner
hath the vantage.

6 F two valiant men do fight being both cun-
ning in running, & that they both vfe the fame
at one inftant, their courfe is doubled, the

place is wonne of both fides, and one or both of them
will commonly be flaine or fore hurt: and if one of them
fhall runne, and the other ftand faft vpon the Imérocata
or Stocata, or howfocuer, the place wilbe at one inftant
wonne of one fide, and gained of the other, and one or
both of them wilbe hurt or flaine: if both fhall prefe
hard vpon the guard, he that firft thrufteth home in true
place, hurteth the other: & if both thruft together, they
are both hurt: yet fome vantage the runner hath, be-
caufe he is an vncertaine marke, and in his motion: the
other is a certaine marke, and in a dead motion: and b
reafon thereof manie times the vnskilfull man taket
vantage he knoweth not how, againft him that lyeth
watching vpon his ward or Stocata guard.

Of firiking and thrufling both together.

A, It is ftrongly holden of manie, that if in
.;ﬁ:{r fight they find their enemy to haue more
VAR skill then themfelues, they prefently will
M‘E X! continually ftrike, & thruft iuft with him,
FreZ @ whereby they will make their fight as
good as his, and thereby haue as good aduantage as the
other with all his skill: but if their fwordes be longer
then the other, then their aduantage is great; for it is
certaine
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certaine (fay they) that an inch will kill a man: but if
their fwordes be much longer then the other, then their
aduantage is fo great, that they wilbe fure by thrufting
and ftriking iuft with the other, that they will alwaies
hurt him that hath the thort fword, and go cleare them-
felues, becaufe they will reach him, when he fhall not
reach them. Thefe men fpeake like fuch as talke of Ro-
bin Hoode, that neuer thot in his bow; for to ftrike or
thruft iuft together with a man of skill, lyeth not in the
will of the ignorant, becaufe the skilfull man alwaies
fighteth vpon the true times, by the which the vnskilfull
is ftill difappointed of both place and time, and there-
fore driuen of neceffitie ftill to watch the other,when &
what he will doe; that is, whether he will ftrike, thruft,
orfalfe: if the vnskilfull ftrike or thruft in the time of fal-
fing, therein he necither ftriketh nor thrufteth iuft
with the other: he may faie, he hath ftroke or thruft be-
fore him, but not iuft with him, nor to aniec good pur-
pofe; for in the time of falfing, if he ftrike or thruft, he
ftriketh or thrufteth too fhort: for in that time he hath
ncither time nor place to ftrike home, and as it is faid,
the vnskilfull man, that will take vpon him to ftrike or
thruft iuft with the skilfull, muft firft behold what the
man of skil will doe, and when he will doe it , and ther-
fore of neceflitie is driuen to fuffer the skilfull man to be
the firft mouer, and entred into his A&ion, whether it
be blow or thruft, the truth therof in reafon cannot be
denied. Now iudge whether it be poffible for an vnskil-
full man to ftrike or thruft iuft together with 2 man of
skill; but the skilfull man can mott certainly ftrike and
thruft iuft together with the vnskilfull, becaufe the vn-
skilfull fighteth vpon falfe times, which being too long

C 2



12 George Siluer bis

to anfwere the true times, the skilfull fighting vpon the
true times, although the vnskilfull be the firft mouer,
& entred into his Action, whether it be blow or thruft;
yet the fhortnefle of the true times maketh at the plea-
fure of the skilfull a iuft meeting together: in perfect
fight two neuer ftrike or thruft together, becaufe they
neuer fuffer place nor time to performe it.

Two vnskilfull men manie times by chance ftrike
and thrufte together, chance vato them, becaufe they
know not what they doe, or how it commeth to paffe:
but the reafons or caufes be thefe. Sometimes two falfe
times meet & make a iuft time together, & fometimes a
truc time and a falfe time meeteth and maketh a iuft
time together, and fometimes two true times meet and
make a iuft time together. And all this hapneth becaufe
the true time and place is vnknowne vnto them.

George Siluer his refolution vpon that hidden or doubt-
Jull quefiion , who hath the aduantage of the
Offender or Defender.

y 725 he aduantage is ftrongly holden of many
Je to be in the offender, yea in fomuch, that
NI36L7| if two minding to offend in their fight, it
is thought to be in him that firft ftriketh
" 2XCA | or thrufteth. Others ftrongly hold opini-

on that the wardr abfolutely hath ftill the aduantage, but
thefe opininns as they are contrary the one to the other:
fo are they contrarie to true fight, as may well be feene
by thefe fhort examples, If the aduantage be in the war-
der, then it is not good anie time to ftrike or thruft: if
the aduantage be in the ftriker or thrufter, then were it
a friuolous
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a frivolous thing to learne to ward, or at anie time. to
fecke to ward, fince in warding lieth difaduantage.
Now may it plain:y by thefe examples appeare, that if
there be anie perfection in fight, that both fides are
deceiued in their opinions, becaufe if the ftriker or
thrufter haue the aduantage, then is the warder ftill in
danger of wounds or death. And againe, if the warder
hath the aduantage, then is the ftriker or thrufter in as
great daunger to defend himfelfe againft the warder,
becaufe the warder from his wards, taketh aduantage
of the ftriker or thrufter vpon euerie blow or thruft,
that fhall be made againft him. Then thus I conclude,
that if there be perfeCtion in the Science. of De-
fence, they are all in their opinons deceiued; and that
the truth may appeare for the fatisfaction of all mien,
this is my refolution: there is no aduantage abfolute-
ly, nor difaduantage in ftriker, thrufter, or warder: and
chrc is a great aduantage in the ftriker thrufter & war-
der: but in this maner, in the perfe@ion of fight the ad-
uantage confifteth in fight betweene partie and partie:
that is, whofoeuer winneth or gaineth the place in true
ace, fpace and time, hath the aduantage, whether
Ec be ftriker, thrufter or warder. And that is my re-
folution.

Of Spanish fight vvith the Rapier.

=2He Spaniard is now thought to be a better 9
; man with his Rapier then is the Italian,
Frenchman, high Almaine, or anie other
countric man whatfoeuer, becaufe they in

F3ED
their Rapier-fight ftand vpon fo manie intricate trickes,
C3
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that in all the courfe of a mans life it fhall be hard to
learne them, and if they miffe in doing the leaft of them
in their fight, they are in danger of death. But the Spa-
niard in his fight, both fafely to defend himfelfe, and to
endanger his enemie, hath but one onely lying, and two
wards to learne, wherein a man with fmall practife in a
verie fhort time may become perfet.

This is the maner of Spanifh fight, they ftand as
braue as they can with their bodies ftraight vpright,
narrow {paced, with their feet continually mouing, as if
they were in a dance, holding forth their armes and Ra-
piers verie ftraight againft the face or bodies of their e-
nemies: & this is the only lying to accomplifh that kind
of fight, And this note, that as long as any man fhall
lie in that maner with his arme, and point of his Ralfier
ftraight, it thall be impoffible for his aduerfarie to hurt
him, becaufe in that ftraight holding forth of his arme,
which way foeuer a blow fhall be made againft him, by
reafon that his Rapier hilt lyeth o farre before him, he
hath but averie litle way to moue, to make his ward per-
fect, in this maner. If a blow be made at the right fide
of the head, a verie litle mouing of the hand with the
knuckles vpward defendeth that fide of the head or bo-
dic, and the point being ftill out ftraight, greatly endan-
gereth the ftriker: and fo likewife, if 2 blow be made at
the left fide of the head, a verie {mall turning of the
wrift with the knucklesdownward, defendeth that fide of
the head and bodie, and the point of the Rapier much
indangereth the hand, arme, face or bodie of the ftriker:
and if anie thruft be made, the wards, by reafon of the
indire@ions in mouing the feet in maner of dauncing,
as aforefaid, maketh a perfe@ ward, and ftill withall the

point
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point greatly endangereth the other. And thus is the
Spanith fight perfect: fo long as you can keepe that or-
der, and foone learned, and therefore to be accounted
the beft fight with the Rapier of all other. But note how
this Spanifh fight is perfect, and you fhall fee no
longer then you can keepe your point ftraight againft
y(;;ll’ aduerfarie: as for example, {,haue heard the like
eft.

There was a cunning Do&or at his firft going to fea,
being doubtfull that he thould be fea-ficke, an old wo-
man perceiuing the fame, faid vato him: Sir, I pray, be
of good comfort, I will teach you a tricke to auoid that
doubt; here is a fine pibble ftone, if you pleafe to accept
it, take it with you, and when you be on thip-bord, put
it in your mouth, and as long as you thall keepe the
fame in your mouth, vpon my credit you fhall neuer vo-
mit:the Doctor beleened her, and tooke it thankfully at
her hands, and when he was at fea, he began to be ficke,
whereupon he prefently put the ftone in his mouth,
&there kept it fo long as he poffibly could, but through
his extreme ficknefle the ftone with vomit was caft out
of his mouth: then prefently he remebred how the wo-
man had mocked him, and yet her words were true.

Euen fo a Spaniard hauing his Rapier- point put by,
may receiue a blow on the head, or a cut ouer the face,
hand, or arme, or a thruft in the body or face,and yet his
Spanifh fight perfect, fo long as he can keepe ftraight
the point of his Rapier againft the face or body of his
aduerfarie: which is as eafie in that maner of fight to be
done, as it was for the DoCtor in the extremity of his
vomite to keepe the ftone in his mouth.

Yet one other pretie ieft more, fcarce worth the rea-
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ding, in commendation of outlandifh fight. There was
an Italian teacher of Defence in my time, who was fo
excellent in his fight, that he would haue hit anie En-
glith man with a thruft, iuft vpon any button in his dou-
blet, and this was much fpoken of.

Alfo there was another cunning man in catching of
wildgeefe, he would haue made no more ado, when he
had heard them crie, as the maner of wildgeefe is, flying
one after another in rowes, but prefently looking vp,
would tell them, if there had benea dofen, fixtecne, twe-
tic, or more, he would haue taken euerie one. And this
tale was manie times told by men of good credit, and
much maruelled at by the hearers: & the man that wold
haue taken the wildgeefe, was of good credite himfelfe:
marie they faid, indeed he did neuer take anic, butat a-
nic time when he had looked vp, and feene them flic in
that maner, he would with all his heart haue taken the,
but he could no more tell how to do it, then could the
cunning Italian Fencer tell how to hit an Englithman,

with a thruft iuft vpon any one of his buttons, when he
lifted.

Illufions for the maintenance of imperfect weapons & falfe
Jights , to feare or difcourage the vnskilfull in their
weapons, from taking a true courfe or vfe,
Jor attaining to the perfeét know-
ledge of true fight.

A3 Irft, for the Rapier (faith the Italian, or falfe
§ teacher) I hold it to be a perfect good wea-
po, becaufe the crofle hindreth not to hold
& the handle in the hand, to thruft both far &
ftraight, & to vfe all maner of aduantages in the wards,
or




Paradoxes of Defence. 17
of fodainl! to caft the fame at the aduerfarie, but with
the Sword you are driuen with all the ftrength of the
hand to hold faft the handle. And in the warres I would
with no friend of mine to weare Swords with hilts, be-
caufe when they are fodainly fet vpon, for hafte they fet
their hands vpon their hilts in fteed of their handles : in

which time it hapneth manie times before they can i/ counterfrie
draw their fwords, they areflaine by their enemies. And 47" "L’”?""
for Sword and Buckler fight, it is imperfet, becaufe the sy far o0

" that knoeo mot the
buckler blindeth the fight, neither would I haue anie free fight fri the

man lie aloft with his hand aboue his head, to ﬂrike{,-""f,';:;_ e
found blowes. Strong blowes are naught, efpecially be-
ing fet aboue the head, becaufe therein all the face and

bodie is difcouered. Yet I confeffe , in old times , when ::,‘m”p::
blowes were only vfed with fhort Swords & Bucklers, & « is times gaft

back Sword, thefe kind of fights were good & moft ma- /4 =, yet

ly,but now in thefe daies fight is altered. Rapiers are 16- :tr"-/ fafe at bo-
ger for aduatage thé fwords were wét to be: whe blowes 4"/““’- becanfe
were vied, men were fo fimple in their fight, that they ;L;‘},”':,{," pll
thought him to be a coward, that wold make a thruft or onder the gerea
firike a blow beneath the girdle. Againe, if their weapds ‘é’{:f;‘,’[f:’
were fhort, as in times paft they were, yet fight is better ararb tée maf,

looked into in thefe dayes, than then it was. Who is it in 'z f‘!l"-"'
thefe daies feeth not that the blow copaffeth round like £/ee’ s/eérer,
awheele, whereby it hath a longer way to go, but the rourfe b the bl
thruft paffeth in a ftraight line, and therefore commcth}.:"‘{, '5:'" ':;'
anearer way, and done in a fhorter time the is the blow, bead, face, t3 bo
and is more deadly then is the blow? Therefore there is 4 ¥ pm——n
no wife man that will firike, vnlefle he be wearie :,,: in old ,',:,,.
of his life. It is certaine, that the point for aduantage rée they did wot
cuerie way in fight is to be vfed, the blow is vtterly ¥/ legn d

naught, and not to be vfed. He that fighteth vpon the}'.: Iuhaj':l:l.lt
)
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as in thefe doies blow efpecially with a fhort fword , wilbe fore hurt or
::,,',’:"’,51":' ,,,‘:; flaine. The deuill can fay no more for the maintenance.

in thofe daies  of errors,

Soold hae fought
;;:’:; ,{Z:;m,u That a blow commeth continually as neare a way as a thruft,
prefently haue and moft commonly nearer, fironger,
’;’: :;: ’;fr'"m. more fuwifter, and is fooner
one.
11 fAS

13t He blow, by reafc that it compafleth round

<2 like a wheele, whereby it hath a longer way

5 to come, as the Italian Fenfer faith, & that

the thruft paffing in a ftraight line, commeth

a nearer way, and therefore is fooner done then a blow,
is not true: these be the proofes.

Let two lie in their perfect ftrengths and readinefle,
wherein the blades of their Rapiers by the motion of the
body, may not be croffed of either fide, the one to ftrike,
and the other to thruft. Then meafure the diftance or
courfe wherein the hand and hilt paffeth to finifh the
blow of the one, and the thruft of the other, and you
fhall find them both by meafure, in diftance all one.
And let anie man of iudgement being feene in the ex-.
ercife of weapons, not being more addi@ed vnto nouel-
ties of fight, then vnto truth it felfe, put in meafure, and
practife thefe three fights, variable, open, and guar-
dant, and he fhall fee, that whenfocuer anie man lyethat
the thruft vpon the variable fight, (where of neceffitie
moft commonly he lyeth, or otherwife not poffiblie to
keepe his Rapier from croffing at the blow & thruft, vp-
on the open or gardant fight, ) that the blowes & thruftes
from thefe two fightes, come a nearer way, and a more
ftronger

A confutation
of their errours.
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ftronger and fwifter courfe then doth the thruft, out of
the variable fight. And thus for a generall rule, where-
focuer the Thrufter lyeth, or out of what fight focuer
he fighteth, with his Rapier, or Rapier and Dagger, the
blow in his courfe commeth as neare, and nearer, and
more fwift and ftronger then doth the thruft.

Perfelt fight flandeth vpon both blow and thruft , there-
Jore the thruft is not onely to be vfed.

73X Hat there is no fight perfet without both 12
S04 te2 blow and thruft: neither is there anie cer-

BiY 3 taine rule to be fet downe for the vie of the

PESE point onely, thefe be the reafons : In fight 2,': .';""";::,.d
there are manie motions, with the hand, bodie, and :
feet, and in euerie motion the place of the hand is alte-

red, & becaufe by the motions of the hand, the altering

of the places of the hand, the changes of lyings, wards,

and breaking of thruftes, the hand will fometimes be in

place to ftrike, fome times to thruft, fometimes after a

blow to thruft, and fometimes after a thruft to ftrike, &

fometimes in place where you may ftrike, and cannot

thruft without loffe of time, and fometimes in place

where you may thruft, and cannot ftrike without loffe of

time, and fometimes in place where you can neither

ftrike nor thruft, vnlefle you fight vpon both blow and

thruft, nor able to defend your felfe by ward or going

backe , becaufe your fpace wilbe too wide, and your di-

ftance loft . And fometimes when you haue made a

thruft, a ward or breaking is taken in fuch fort with the

Dagger or blade of the Sword, that you ci neither thruft

againe, nor defend your felfe vnlefle you doftrike, which

D2
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you may foundly doe, and go free, and fometimes whey
you ftrike, a ward wilbetaken in fuch fort, that you cap.
not ftrike againe, nor defend your felfe, vnlefle yo,
thruft, which you may fafely doe and goe free . So o
conclude, there is no perfe@ion in the true fight, with.
out both blow and thruft, nor certaine rule to be fep
downe for the point onely.

That the blow is more dangerous and deadly in fight , then 4
thruft , for praaﬁ' thereof to be made according with Art,
an Englishman holdeth argument againft an Italian,

Italian.
i@ @z Hich is more dangerous or deadly in
@ }:‘%’ fight of a blow or a thruft? y
E@y ‘}‘?4 Englishman.
- "! YKl 'This queftion is not propounded ac-

A
h’?«\&}y ) cording to art, becaufe there is no fight
perfect without both blow and thrutt,
Italian.

Let it be fo, yet opinions are otherwife holden , that
the thruft is onely to ﬁc vfed, becaufe it commeth a nea-
rer way, and is more dangerous and deadly, for thefe
reafons: firft the blow compaffeth round like a wheele,
but the thruft paffeth in aftraight line, therfore the blow
by reafon of the compaffe, hath alonger way to go then
the thruft, &is therefore longer in doing, but the thruft
pafleth in a ftraight line, therfore hath fhorter way to go
the hath the blow, & is therfore done in afhorter time, &
is therfore much better then the blow, & more dange-
rous and deadly, becaufe if a thruft do hit the face or bo-
die, it indangereth life, and moft commonly death en-
fucth: but if the blow hit the bodie, it is not {o dagerous.
Englishman.
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Englishman.

Let your opinios be what they wil, but that the thruft
cometh a nearer way, & is fooner done then the blow, is
not true: & for proofe thereof reade the twelfth Paradox.
And now will I fet downe probable reafons, that the 7 s/mw mre
blow is better then the thruft, and more dangerous and "':l;':' then
deadly. Firft, the blow commeth as neare a way, & moft i
comonly nearer then doth the thruft, & is therfore done
ina fhorter time then is the thruft: therfore in refpe@ of
time, wherupon ftadeth the perfe@ion of fight, the blow
ismuch better then the thruft. Againe, the force of the
thruft pafleth ftraight, therefore any croffe being indi~
re@tly made, the force of a child may put it by: but the
force of a blow paffeth indirectly, therefore must be di-
re®tly warded in the counterchecke of his force: which
canot be done but by the couenient ftrength of a2 man, &
with true croffe in true time, or elfe will not fafely defed
him: and is therfore much better, & more dagerous the
the thruft, and againe, the thruft being made through
the hand, arme, or leg, or in many places of the body and
face, are not deadly, neither are they maimes, or loffe of
limmes or life, neither is he much hindred for the time
in his fight, as long as the bloud is hot:for example.

I haue knowne a Getlema hurt in Rapier fight, in nine
or ten places through the bodie, armes, and legges, and
yet hatﬁ continued in his fight , & afterward hath flaine
the other, and come home and hath bene cured of all his ¢4, 3/, carrers
wouds without maime, & is yet liuing.But the blow be- of rie send, 3¢
ing ftrdgly made, taketh fomtimes cleane away the hand ;",:':;ig:,’;ﬂ e
from the arme , hath manie times bene fecne, Againe, seed,
a full blow vpon the head or face with a fhort e
Sword, is moft commonly death. A full blow vpon the

D3
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necke, thoulder, arme, or legge, indangereth life, cut-
teth off the veines, mufcles, and finewes, perifheth the
bones : thefe wounds made by the blow, in refpe& of
perfe&t healing, are the loffe of limmes, or maimes in-
curable for euer.

And yet more for the blow:a ful blow vpon the head,
face, arme, leg, or legs, is death, or the partie so woun-
ded in the mercie of him that fhall fo wound him. For
what man fhall be able long in fight to ftand vp , either
to reuenge, or defend himfelfe, hauing the veines, mu-
fcles, and finewes of his hand, arme, or leg cleane cut a-
funder? or being difmembred by fuch wound vpon the
face or head, but fhall be enforced therby, and through
the loffe of bloud, the other alitle dallying with him, to
yeeld himfelf,, or leaue his life in his mercie?

And for plainer deciding this cotrouerfie betweene
the blow and the thruft, confider this thort note. The
blow commeth manie wayes, the thruft doth not fo. The
blow commeth a nearer way then a thruft moft com-
monly, and is therefore fooner done. The blow requi-
reth the ftrength of a man to be warded ; but the thruft
may be put by, by the force of a child. A blow vpon the
hand, arme, or legge is a maime incurable; but a thruft
in the hand, arme, or legge is to be recouered. The
blow hath manie parts to wound, and in euerie of
them commaundeth the life; but the thruft hath but a
few, as the bodie or face, and not in cuerie part of
them neither.

o



Paradoxes of Defence. 23

Of the difference betwixt the true fight & the falfe: wher-
in confifleth (the Principles being had with the di-
rection of the foure Gouernors) the whole
perfection of fight with all ma-
ner of weapons.

=N He true fights be thefe: whatfoeuer is 14

@Tg@ done with the hand before the foot or

N % ‘i{?}'@ feet is true fight. The falfe fights be thefe:
5_;”.‘ ‘ o *

TSN

whatfoeuer is done with the foot or feet

- before the hand, is falfe, becaufe the hand

is fwifter then the foot, the foot or feet being a flower
mouer then the hand: the hand in that maner of fight is
tied to the time of the foot or fect, and being tied there-
to, hath loft his freedome, and is made thereby as flow

in his motions as the foot or feet: and therfor that fight
is falfe.

Of eutll orders or cuflomes in our English Fece-fchooles , &3
of the old or ancient teaching of weapons, & things very
neceffarie to be continued for the auoiding of er-
rors, and reusuing and continuance of our
anctent vveapons, and moft victo-
rious fight againe.

B Here is in my opinid in our Fence-fchooles 1 5
D1 & an euill order or cuftome in thefe dayes v-
*fed, the which, if it might ftand with the
- good liking of our Maifters of Defence, I

) thinke it neceffarie to be left: for as long as
it is vfed, it thall be hard to make a good Scholler.
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That is this, at the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, &
Sword and Buckler, they forbid the thruft, & at the fin-
gle Rapier,and Rapier & Dagger, they forbid the blow,
Either they are both together betft, or the thruft altoge-
ther beft, or the blow altogether beft. If the thruft be
beft, why do we not vfe it at the fingle Sword, Sword &
Dagger, & Sword and Buckler. Ifthe blow be bett, why
do we not vfe it at the fingle Rapier, Rapier & Poinyard?
But knowing by the Art of Armes, that no fight is per-
fe@ without both blow and thruft, why do we not vfe
and teach both blow and thruft? But howfoeuer this we
dayly fee, that whe two meet in fight, whether they haue
skill or none, vnleffe fuch as haue tied théfelues to that
boyith, Italian, weake, imperfeét fight, they both ftrike
and thruft, and how fhall he then do, that being much
taught in fchoole, neuer learned to ftrike , nor how to
defend a ftrong blow? & how fhall he thé do, that being
brought vp in Féce-fchoole, that neuer learned to thruft
with the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, and Sword
and Buckler, nor how at thefe weapds to breake a thruft?
Surely, I thinke a downe right fellow, that neuer came
in fchoole, vfing fuch skill as nature yeeldeth out of his
courage, ftrength, and agilitie, with good downe right
blowes and thrufts among, as fhall beft frame in his
hands, fhold put one of thefe imperfect fchollers great-
ly to his fhifts. Befides, there are now in thefe dayes no
gripes, clofes, wreftlings, ftriking with the hilts, dag-
gers, or bucklers, vfed in Fence-fchooles. Our plough-
men by nature wil do all thefe things with great ftregth
& agility: but the Schooleman is altogether vnacquain-
ted with thefe things. He being faft tyed to fuch fchool-
play as he hath learned , hath loft thereby the bcncﬁ«f:'

o
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of nature, and the plowman is now by nature without
art a farre better man then he. Therefore in my opinion,
as long as we barre anie maner of play in fchoole, we
fhall hardly make a good fcholler: there is no maner of
:cachinﬁ comparable to the old ancient teaching, that
is, firft their quarters, then their wardes, blowes, tﬁmﬁs,
and breaking of thruftes, then their Clofes and Gripes,
firiking with the hilts, Daggers, Bucklers, Wraftlings,
ftriking with the foote or knee in the Coddes, and all
thefe arc fafely defended in learning perfeétly of the
Gripes. And this is the ancient teaching, the perfeteft ’;"’."‘"’;
& moft beft teaching; and without this teaching, there :,,:,,"!;'s',,{::
fhall neuer fcholler be made able , doe his vttermoft , tas, Imbrocatas,
nor fight fafe. Againe their fwordes in fchooles are too 7% *7*
long by almoft halfe a foote to vncroffe, without going™
backe with the feete , within diftance or perfeétly to
ftrike or thruft within the halfe or quarter fword. And
in feruing of the Prince, when men do mecet together in
publique fight , are vtterly naught and vnferuiceable.
The beft lengthes for perfect teaching of the true fight Leng weepess
to be vfed and continued in Fence fchooles, to accord ™4
with the true ftatures of all men, are thefe. The blade to
be a yard and an inch for meane ftatures, and for men
of tall ftatures, a yard and three or foure inches, and no
more . And I would haue the Rapier continued in
fchooles, alwaies readie for fuch as (ﬁall thinke them-
felues cunning, or fhall haue delight to play with that
imperfect weapon.Prouided alwaies, that the Schoole-
maifter or Vfher play with him with his fhort Sword,
plying him with all maner of fight according to the
true art: this being continued the truth fhall flourith,
the lye thalbe beaten downe , and all nations not ha-

E
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uing the true fcience, fhall come with all gladnefle to
the valiant and moft braue Englifh maisters of Defence
to learne the true fight for their defence.

The grounds or Principles of true fight with all

maner of weapons.

X2 Irft Iudgement, Lyings, Diftance, Direti-
on, Pafe, Space, Place, Time, Indireti-
on, Motion, A&ion, generall and conti-
J nuall Motion, Progreflion, Regreffion,
Trauerfing, and Treading of groundes,
Blowes, ‘Thruftes, Faulfes, Doubles, Slipes, Wardes,
breakings of Thrufts, Clofings, Gripes, & Wraftlings,
Guardant fight, Open fight, Variable fight, and Clofe
fight, and foure Gouernours.

The wardes of all maner of weapons.

L fingle weapons hauve foure wardes, and
Ve 74 all double weapons haue eight wardes.
‘ 'd’"‘“ The fingle fword hath two with the point
% vp, and two with the point downe. The
& Staffe and all maner of weapons to be v-
fed with both handes haue the like.

The Sword and Buckler, and Sword and Dagger are
double weapons, and haue cight wardes, two with the
point vp, and two with the point downe, and two for
the legges with the point downe, the point to be caried
for both fides of the legges, with the knuckles downe-
ward, and two wardes with the Dagger or Buckler for
the head. The Forreft bill is a double weapon by rcafol;_
o
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of the head, and therefore hath eight wardes, foure with
the Staffe, foure with the head, foure of them to be vied
as with the ftaffe, and the other foure with the head, the
one vp, the other downe, and the other fidewaies.

The names and numbers of times appertaining vnto fight
bothtrue and falfe.

sr=z] Here are eight times , whereof foure are ;8
\DV, true , and foure are falfe: the true times
U be thefe.
The time of the hand.
The time of the hand and bodie.
The time of the hand,bodie and foote.
The time of the hand, bodic and fecte.
The falfe times be theye.
The time of the foote.
The time of the foote and bodie.
The time of the foote, bodie and hand.
The time of the feete, bodic and hand.

Thus haue I thought good to feparate and make
knowne the true times from the falfe , with the true
wardes thereto belonging, that thereby the rather in
prattifing of weapons, a true courfe may be taken for
the auoiding of errours and euill cuftomes, and fpeedie
attaining of good habit or perfect being in the true vie
and knowledge of all maner of weapons.

Of the length of weapons, and how euerie man may fit him-
JSelfe in the fﬂﬁﬁ length of his weapon, accor-
ding to his owne flature , with bricfe rea-
Jfons wherefore they ougbtizto be fo.
2



If the foverd be
longer, you cam
hf‘;l; {mmﬁ
withent going
backe with your
JSeet. If foorter,
15é you can bard-
lymake atrae
eroffe without
weting in of your
}m,m‘e wbi:i
times are too long
10 anfwer the
time of the band,

The like reafons
Jor the foert
afe, half Pike,
Forrept bill, Par-
tifan,or Glee, or
Juch like weapons
of perfedt length,

George Siluer his
{ O know the perfect length of dyour Sword,
you fhall ftand with your fwor and.daggcr
drawn, as you fee this picture, k}:epmg out
ftraight your dagger arme, drawinge backe
your fword as far as conueniently you can, not opening
the elbow ioynt of your fword arme: and looke what you
can draw within your dagger, that is the iuft length of
your fword,to be made according to your owne ftature,
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The perfect length of Kour two hand fword is, the
blade to be the length of the blade of your fingle fword.
To know the perfect length of your fhort ftaffe, or
half Pike, Forreftbil, Partifan, or Gleue,or fuch like wea-
pons of vantage and perfect lengths, you fhall ftand vp-
right,holding the ftaffevpright clofe by your body,with
your left had, reaching with your right lz'and your ftaffe
as high as you can, and then allow to that length a fpace
to fet both your hands, when you come to ﬁgit, where-
in you may conueniently ftrike, thruft, and ward, & that
is the juft length to be made according to your ftature.
And this note,that thefe lengths will commonly fall out
to be eight or nine foot long, and will fit, although not
iuft, the ftatures of all men, without any hindrance at all
vnto them in their fight, becaufe in any weapon wherin
the hands may be remoued, and at libertie, to make the
weapon loger or fhorter in fight at his pleafure,a foot of
the ftaffe behind the backmoft hand doth no harme.
And wherfore thefe weapons ought to be of the lengths
aforefaid, and no fhorter , thefe are the reafons: If they
fhould be fhorter, then the long ftaffe, Morris Pike,and
fuch like weapons ouer and aboue the perfect length,
fhould haue great vantage againft them, becaufe he may
come boldly and fafe without anie gard or ward, to the
Elacc where he may thruft home,and at euery thruft put
im in danger of his life:but if thefe weapons be of their
perfect lengths , then can the long ftaffe, the Morris
Pike, or anie other longer weapon ly nowherein true
fpace, but fhall be ftill within compafle of the croffe, to
croffe and vncroffe, wherby he may fafely paffe home to
the place,where he may ftrike or thrufthimthathaththe
long weapon, in the head, face,or body Eat his pleafure.
3
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Of the lengths of the Battel axe, Halbard, or blacke Bil],
or fuch ltke vveapons of weight, appertaining
wntogardor battell,

2 N anic of thefe weapons there needeth
5 no iuft length, but commonly they are, or
ought to be fiue or fixe foot long, & may
not well be vfed much longer, becaufe of
) their weights: and being weapons for the
warres or battell, when men are ioyned clofe together,
may thruft,& ftrike found blowes, with great force both
ftrong and quicke: and finally for the iuft lengths of all
other fhorter or longer weapons to be gouerned with
both hands, there is none: neither is there anie certaine
lengthes in anie maner of weapons to be vfed with one
hand, ouer or vnder the iuft length of the fingle fword.
Thus endeth the length of weapons.

Of the vantages of weapons in their kinds, places, & times,
both in priuate and publike fight.
21 Y Irft I will begin with the worft weapon,
an imperfect and infufficient weapon,
and not worth the {peaking of ; but now
=Y being highly efteemed, therefore not to

2330 be left vnremembred; that is, the fingle
Rapier, and Rapier and Poiniard.

The fingle Sword hath the vantage againft the fin-
gle Rapier.

The Sword and Dagger hath the vantage againft the
Rapier and Poiniard.

The
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The Sword & Target hath aduatage againft the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Sword and Buckler hath aduantage againft the
Sword and Target, the Sword and Dagger, or Rapier
and Poiniard.

The two hand Sword, hath the vantage againft the
sword and Target, the Sword and Buckler , the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Battel-axe, the Halbard, the Blacke-bill,or fuch
like weapons of weight,appertaining vnto guard or bat-
tell,are all one in fight, and haue aduantage againft the
two hand Sword, the Swordand Buckler,the Sword and
Target,the Sword & dagger, or the Rapier & Poiniard.

The fhort ftaffe or halfe Pike, Forreft-bill, Partifan,
or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of perfect length, haue
the vantage againft the Battel-axe , the Halbard , the
Blacke-bill,the two hand fword, the Sword and Target,
and are too hard for two Swords and Daggers, or two
Rapiers and Poiniards with Gantlets, and for the long
ftaffe and Morris Pike.

The long Staffe, Morris Pike,or Tauelin, or fuch like
weapons aboue the perfect length, haue aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons, the fhort ftaffe, Welch
hooke, Partifan,or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of van-
tage excepted: yet too weake for two Swords and Dag-
gers or two Swords and Bucklers, or two Rapiers and
Poiniards with Gantlets, becaufe they are too long to
thruft, ftrike, and turne fpeedily: and by reafon of the
large diftance, one of the Sword and Dagger-men will
getbehind him,

The Welch hooke or Forreft bill,hath aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons whatfoeuer.
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Yet vnderftand, that in battels ,and where varietie of
weapons be, amongft multitudes of men and horfes,the -
Sword and Target, the two hand Sword, the Battcl-axc'
the Blacke-bill, and Halbard, are better weapons , and
more dangerous in their offence and forces , then is the
Sword and Buckler, fhort ftaffe , long ftaffe, or Forreft
bill. The Sword and Target leadeth vpon Shot, and in
troupes defendeth thrufts iand blowes giuen by battel-
axe, Halbards, Blacke-bill, or two hand fwords, far bet.
ter then can the Sword and Buckler.

The Morris Pike defendeth the battell from both
horfe and man, much better then can the fhort ftaffe,
long ftaffe, or Forreft bill. Againe, the Battcl-axe, the
Halbard, the Blacke bill,the two hand fword,and Sword
& Target, amongft armed men and troopes, when men
are come together , by reafon of their weights, fhort-
nefle, and great forces , do much more offend the ene-
mie, & are then much better weapons, then is the fhort
ftaffe, the long Staffe, or Forreft bill.

Of the infufficiencie and difaduantages of the
Rapiers-fight in Battell.

LY Or thefingle Rapier,or Rapier & Poiniard,
PXZ they are imperfect & infufhicient weapons:
) and efpecially in the feruice of the Prince,
; ) whcn men fhall ioyne together, what fer-
LT &% uice can afouldier dowith a Rapier, a chil-
dith toy wherwith a man can do nothing but thruft,nor
that neither, by reafon of the length, and in euerie mo-
uing when blowes are a dealing ,for lacke of a hilt is in
daunger to haue his hand or arme cut off, or his head
clouen ?
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clouen . And for Wardes and Gripes, .they haue none,
neither can anyof thefe fine Rapier men,for lacke of vfe,
tell howe to ftrike a found blow.

Of the vantages and fuficiencie of the shore
Sword fight in battell.

He fhort Sword, and Sword and Dagger,

are perfect good weapons , and efpecially

in feruice of the Prince. What a braue wea-

pon is a fhort fharpe light Sword, to carie,
to draw, to be nimble withall, to ftrike, to cut, to thruft
both ftrong and quicke. And what a goodly defence is 2
ftrong fingle hilt , when men are cluftering and hurling
together , efpecially where varictie of weapons bé, in
their motions to defend the hand , head, face, and bo-
dies , from blowes, thatfhalbe giuen fometimes with
Swordes, fometimes with two handed Swordes, battell
Axe, Halbardes , or blacke Billes , and fometimes men
fhalbe fo neare together , that they fhall haue no fpace,
fcarce to vfe the blades of their Swordes belowe their
waftes, then their hilts (their handes being aloft) defen-
deth from the blowes, their handes, armes, heads, faces,
and bodies : then they lay on, hauing the vfe of blowes
and Gripes , by force of their armes with their hilts,
ftrong blowes, at the head, face, armes , bodies , and
fhoulders, and manie times in hurling together , fcope
is giuen to turne downe their points,with violent thrufts
at their faces, and bodies, by reafon of the fhortnefle
of their blades, to the mightie annoyance , difcomfort,
and great deftruction of their enimies. One valiant man
with a Sword in his hand , will doe better feruice, then
ten Italians, or Italienated with the Rapiers.

23
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That all maner of double weapons, or weapons to be vfed
with boch baiides, hawe aduantage againft the fin-
gle Rapier or fingle Sword, there 15 no
queftion to be made.

That the Sword and Buckler hatbh the vantage a-
gaimnft the Sword and Dagger.
=] He Dagger is an imperfe® ward , al-
though borne out ftraight , to make the
¥ Space narrow, whereby by alitle mouing
of the hand, may be fufficient to faue both
fides of the head, or to breake the thruft
from the face or body,yet for lackeof the circumference
his hand will lie too highor too low,ortoo weake, to de-
fend both blowand thruft: ifhe lye ftraight with narrow
fpace,which is beft to breake the thruft,thenhe licth too
weake, and too lowe to defend his head from a ftrong
blow : if helye high, that is ftrong to defend his head,
but then his fpace wilbe too wide to breake the thruft
from his bodie . The Dagger ferueth well at length to
put by a thruft, and at the halfe Sword to croffe the
Sword blade, todriue out the Agent, and put him in
danger of his life, and fafely in anie of thefe two actions
to defend himfelfe. But the Buckler,by reafon of his cir-
cumference and weight, being well caried, defendeth
fafelyin all times and places , whether it be at the point,
haife Sword, the head, bodie, and face, from all maner
of blowes and thruftes whatfocuer,yet I haue heard ma-
nie hold opinion, that the Sword and Dagger hath ad-
uantage of the Sword and Buckler, at the Clofe, by rea-
fon of thelength and point of the Dagger: and at the
point
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point of the Sword , they can better fee to ward then
with a Buckler. But I neuer knew anie, that wanne the
Clofe with the Dagger vpon the Sword and Budkler,
but did with himfelfe out againe:fordiftance being bro-
ken, iudgement faileth, for lacke of time to iudge , and
the eie is deceiued by the fwift motion of the hand, and
for lacke of trueSpacewith the dagger hand,which can-
not be otherwife , for lacke of the circumference to de-
fend both blow and thruft, it is impoffible for lacke ot
true Space in iuft time , the agent hauing gotten the
true place, to defend one thruft or blow of an hundred .
And it is moft certaine, whofoeuer clofeth with Sword
and Dagger, againft the Sword and Buckler, is in great
danger to be flaine . Likewife at the point within di-
ftance, if he ftand to defend both blow and thruft with
his Dagger, for lacke of true fpace and diftance, if he
had the %eﬂ: eye of anic man, and could fee perfeétly,
which way the thruft or blow commeth , and when it
commeth, as it is not to be denied but he may, yet his
fpace being too large, it helpeth him nothing, becaufe
one mans hand being as fwift as another mans hand ,
both being within diftance, he that ftrikethor thrufteth,
hurteth the warder: the reafon is this : the Agent being
in the firft motion although in his offence, furtherto go
then the warder to defend , yet the warders {pace being
too large, the blow or thruft wilbe performed home,be-
fore the warder can come to the true place to defend
himfelfe, and although the warder doe perfeltly fee the
blow or thruft comming, fo fhall he fee his owne ward fo
farre from the true place of his defence , that although
he doe at that inftant time,plainly fee the blow or thruft
comming, it fhalbe impofiible for him to recouer the

F2
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true place of his ward, till he be wounded. But let the
warder with the dagger fay , that it is mot true which |
haucfaid,for as he hath cies to behold the blow or thruft
coming,fo hath he as good time to defend himfelf. Here-
in he fhal find himfelf deceiued to; this is the reafon:the
hand is the fwifteft motion, the foot is the floweft, with-
out diftance the hand is tied to the motion of the feet,
whcrl?' the time of the hand is made as flow as the foot,
becaufe thereby we redeeme euerie time loft vpon hig
comming by tgc flow motion of the foot, & haue time
therby to iudge , whe & how he can performe any a&ig
whatfoeuer , and fo haue we the time of the hand to the
time of thefeet. Now is the had in his owne courfe more
fwifter then the foot or eye,therfore within diftance the
eye is deceiued,8 iudgement is loft; and that is another
caufe that the warder withthe dagger,although he haue
perfect eics, is ftil within diftance deceiued. For proofe
that the hand is more fwifter then the eye,& therebyde-
ceiueth the eyes:let two ftand within diftance,& let one
of the ftand ftill to defend himfelf,& let the other florith
& falfe with his hand, and he fhall continually with the
fwift motions of his hand, decciue the eyes of him that
ftandeth watching to defend himfelfe, & fhal continual-
ly ftrike him in diuerfe placeswith hishand.Againe,take
this for an example, that the eyes by fwift motions are
deceiued :turne a turne-wheele fwift,& you fhall not be
able to difcerne with your beft cies how many fpokes be
in the wheele,no nor whether there be any fpokes at all,
or whereof the wheele is made,and yetyoufeewhen the
wheele ftandeth ftill there is a large diftance betweene
euerie fpoke. Hethatwill not belecue that the fwift mo-
tion of thehandin fight will deceiue the eye, thal ﬁbarca&

roa



Paradoxes of Defence. 37
broad with his eyes,& feele himfelf foundly hurt,before
he fhall perfeétly fee how to defend himfelfe. So thofe
that trul{’ to their fight,the excellécy of a good eye,their
great cunning, & perfect wards of tge daggers,that they
can better fec to ward then with a buckler,fhall euer be
decciued. And whe they be wounded,they fay the Agét
was alitle too quicke for them;fometimes they fay they
bare their dagger a litle too low : fometimes they are
thruft vnder the dagger,then they fay,they bare it a litle
too high :fometimes a thruft being rongly made , they
being foundly paid therewith, fay, they were a litle too
flow,& fometimes they be foundly paid with a thruft,&
they thinke they were a litle too quick.So they that pra-
&ife or thinke to be cunning in the dagger ward, are all T Degzer iran
the dayes of their liues learning,and are neuer taught. e ke
That the Sword and Buckler hath the vantage
against the Sword and Target.
=17 He Sword & Target together hath but two 2§
Q5 fights;that is, the variable fight, & the clofe
@1 ;3: fight,for the clofe fight, the niber of his feet
are too many to take againft any ma of skill
hauing the Sword & buckler,& for the variable fight al-
though not fo many in number,yet too many to win the
lace with his foot to ftrike or thruft home. The fword &
Eucklcr-man can out of his variable,op¢ & gardat fight,
come brauely off & on, falfe and double, ftrike & thruft
home, & make a true croffe vpon euery occafion at his
pleafure:if the Sword & Target ma will flie to his gardat
fight, the bredth of his Target will not fuffer it , if to his
open fight,the hath the Sword & Buckler man in effect
the fword and Buckler to the fingle,, for in that fight by
reafon of the bredth,the target can do litle good or none
atall. E1
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The short Staffe.

8 Ow for the vantage of the fhort Staffe a.
) zainft the Sword and Buckler , Sword &
b Target, two hand fword , fingle Sword,
Sword and Dagger , or Rapier and Poi-
niard, there is no great queftion to he
made in anie of thefe weapons: whenfoeuer anie blow
or thruft fhall be ftrongly made with the ftaffe, they are
euer in falfe place, in the cariage of the wards, for i?' at a-
ny of thefe fixe weapons he carie his ward high & ftrog
for his head , as of neceffitie he muft carie it verie high,
otherwife it will be too weake to defend a blow bein
ftrongly made at the head , then will his fpace be too
wide, in due time to breake the thruft from his bodie.
Againe, if he caric his ward lower , thereby to be in e-
quall fpace for readinefle to breake both blow & thruft,
then in that place his ward is too low, and too weake to
defend the blow of the ftaffe:for the blow being ftrongly
made at the head vpon that ward , will beate downe the
ward and his head together, and put him in great dan-
ger of his life. And here is to be noted, that if he fight
well , the ftaffe-man neuer ftriketh but at the head , and
thrufteth prefently vnder at the body :and if 2 blow be
firft made, a thruft followeth ;& if a thruft be firlt made,
a blow followeth ; and in doing of any of them , the one
breedeth the other : fo that howfocuer anie of thefe fixe
weapons fhall carie his ward ftrongly to defend the firft,
he fhall be too farre in fpace to defend the fecond, whe-
ther it be blow or thruft.

Yet againe for the fhort ftaffe : the fhort ftaffe hath
the vantage againft the Battel-axe, blacke-bill, or Ha(:-
bard,
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bard: the fhort ftaffe hath the vantage,by reafon of tie
nimbleneffe and length: he will ftrike and thruft freely,
and in better and fwifter time then can the Battel-axe,
Blacke-bill, or Halbard:and by reafon of his iudgement,
diftance and time,fight fafe. And this refolue vpon, the
fhort ftaffe is the beft weapon againft all maner of wea-

ons, the Forreft bill excepted.

Alfo the fhort ftaffe hath aduantage againft two s fort fafe
Swords and Daggers, or two Rapiers, Poiniards and ‘;f‘:f Pike hath
Gantlets, the reafons and caufes before are for the moft ;,,,;,',',:%,:}
part fet downe already , the which being well confide- #nd degger mes,
red, you fhall plainely fee, that whenfoeuer anie one of ';3;5,""".“
the Sword & Dagger men, or Rapier and Poiniard men Gantiers.”
fhall breake his diftance , or fuffer the Staffe-man to
breake his,that man which did firft breake his diftace,or
fuffer the diftance to be won againft him, is prefently in
danger of death. And this canot in reafon be denied, be-
caufe the diftance appertaining to the Staffe-man,cither
to kcc(Pc or breake, ftandeth vpon the mouing of one
large fpace alwayes at the moft,both for his offence or
fafety. The other two in the breach of their diftance to
offend the Staffe-man, haue alwayes foure paces at
the leaft therin they fall too great in number with their
feet , and too fhort in diftance to offend the Staffe-
man. Now there refteth no more to be fpoken of , but
how the Staffe-man fhall behaue himfelfe to keepe that
diftance, that one of the Sword & Dagger men get not
behind him, while the other fhal bufic him before:to do
that is very eafie,by reafon of the fmal naber of his feet,
for by a verie fmalrturning of his feet, as it were in the
Center point of 2 wheele, the other two to keepe their
diftance, are driuen to runne twentie foote for one, as it
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were vpon the vttermoft part or circle of the wheele :
all this while the Staffe-man is verie well. Then it com.
meth thus to paffe, whether they both labour to get be-
hind him, or one keepe directly before him whileft the
other get behind him , yet before that be brought to
Eaﬂ'e ,they fhal either be both before him or iuft againft
oth fides of him: at which time foeuer the Staffe-man
finding either of them within diftance, he prefently in
making of his play, flayeth with blow or thruft one of
the, or at the leaft putteth himin great danger of his life.
If the Staffe-man take his time , when they are both
before him , that is to fay,before they come to the half
ring, iuft againft both ﬁc{cs of the Staffe-man, then he
that is neareft within diftance is flain by blow or thruft,
or put in great danger of his life. But if the Sword and
Dagger men do keepe their diftance vntill they come to
the iuft halfe ring right againft the fides of the Staffe-
man, and then breake diftance, that man that firft brea-
keth diftance is flaine with blow or thruft, or fore hurt,
and in great danger of death:and the Staffe-man in ma-
king that play at that inftant, muft turne with one large
pace,the which he may eafily do, before the other can
get neare enough to offend him , by reafon that he
hath to make with his feet but one large pace, but the
other hath at the leaft three paces. But if the Sword
and Dagger-men will in the time that they be before
him, keep their diftance in the time of their being vpon
the middle part of the outfide of the circle,right againft
both fides of him,& will labor with all heed & diligence
to be both or one of the behind him , that troubleth the
Staffe-man nothing at all,for in that very time, when he
findeth them paft the middle part of the circle, he ptre-
fently
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fently turneth, by the which he fhall naturally fet him-
felfe as it were in a triangle , and both the fword and
dagger-men, fhall thereby ftand both before him in true
dif%ancc of three paces, from offending of him at the
leaft , as at the firft they did. And take this for a true

round, there is no man able to ward a found blow
with the Sword and Dagger, nor Rapier, Poinyard, and
Gantlet, being ftrongly made at the head , with the
Staffe, and run in withall, the force of both handes is
fuch, being in his full motion and courfe, that although
the other do carie his ward high and ftrong with both
handes, yet his fecte being mouing from the ground,
the great force of the blow will ftrike him with hisward,
and all downe flat to ground. But if he ftand faft with
his feete, he may with both weapons together, ftrongl
defend his head from the blow, but then you are fuffici-
ently inftructed, the thruft being prefently made , after
the Klow full at the bodie, it is impoffible in due time to
breake it, by reafon of the largeneffe of his fpace.

The short Staffe bath the vantage against the long faffe,
and Morris Pike, and the Forreft bill againft all
maner of weapons.

o o) He reafons are thefe . The fhort Staffe 27

) %E: hath the vantage of the long Staffe and
Qe

s Hg

&
;& Morris Pike in his ftrength & narrownes
5,’§ of gnace in his foure wardes of defence.
&4 And the Forreft bill hath the vantage of
all maner of weapons in his ftrength and narrownes of
fpace in his eight wardes of defence: and the rather be-
cause the Bill hath two wardes for one againft the Staffe
G




A queflion.

Anfwere.
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or Morris Pike, that is to fay, foure with the Staffe, and
foure with the head, and is more offenfiue then is the
Staffe or Morris Pike: yet a queftic may be made by the
vnskilfull, concerning the fight between the long Staffe
and the fhort , in this fort: Why fhould not the long
Staffe haue aduantage againft fhort Staffe, fince that the
long Staffe-man, being at libertie with his handes, ma
make his long Staffe both long and fhort for his beft ad-
uantage , when he fhall thinke it good , and therefore
when he fhall find himfelfe ouermatched in the length
of his Staffe, by the ftrength of the thort Staffe, and nar-
rownefle of fpace in his foure wardes of defence, he can
prefently by drawing backe of his Staffe in his handes,
make his Staffe as fhort as the others , and fo be réadie
to fight with him at his owne length. To this I anfwere,
that when the long Staffe-man is driuen thereto lye, the
length of his Staffe that will lye behind him, will hinder
him to ftrike, thruft, ward , or goe backe in due time.
Neither can he turne the contrarie end of his Staffe to
keepe out the fhort Staffe man from the Clofe, nor fafe-
ly to defend himfelfe at his comming in.

Agasine of the vantages of weapons.

Ake this for a general rule, all long Staues,
aMorris Pikes, Forreft bils , Jauelins , or
fuch like long weapons,of what fort foe-
, 8X uer , being aboue the true lengthes, the
fhorteft haue the aduantage , becaufe they can croffe
and vncroffe in fhorter time then can the longer: and all
maner of thort weapons to be vfed with both handes, as
ftaues, and fuch like, being vnder the perfect lcngthc:.

the
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the longeft haue the aduantage , and all maner of wea-
pons to be vfed with one hand, that are aboue the per-
fect length of the fingle Sword, the fhorteft haue the
vantage, and all maner of weapons vnder the iuft length
of the fhort Sword, as Fauchions, Skaines, or Hangers,
Woodkniues, Daggers, and fuch like fhort weapons of
imperfe@ lengthes, the longeft haue the aduantage,
becaufe the fight of thefe weapons confift within the
halfe or quarter Sword, wherein by the fwift motions of
their handes, their eyes are deceiued , and in thofe wea-
pons, commonly for their handes lieth no defence. And
if two fhall fight with ftaues or Swordes, or what wea-
pons focuer, the one of them hauing his weapon longer
then the perfect length, and the other his weapon fhor-

ter then the perfect length, he that hath the longeft

hath the vantage, becaufe the fhorteft can make no true

Crofle in true time. The fhort Staffe or halfe Pike, For-

reft bill, Partifan , or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of
perfect length , to be vfed with both handes, haue the
aduantage againft two Swordes and Daggers, or two

Rapiers, Poiniardes, and Gantlets, and againft all other
weapons whatfoeuer, the Forreft bill excepted.

edgaine for the short Staffe or halfe Pike.

He fhort Staffe is moft commonly the 29
beft weapon of all other, although other
weapons may be more offenfiue, and efpe-

A cially againft manie weapons together, by
reafon of his nimblenefle and fwift motions, and is not
much inferiour to the Forreft bill, although the Forreft
bill be more offenfiue, and hath more wardes, becaufe
G2
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the Staffe is verie vncertaine , but the Bill is a more cer.
taine marke, by reafon of the breadth of the head, wher-
by as the Bill hath aduantage in his wardes in the head,
fo therefore hath the Staffe the like defence, or rather
more, to play vpon the head of the Bill, not onely to
make a perfe@ good ward, but thereby, therather to caft
the Bill out of the right line, whereby the Staffe-man
may thruft fafe, and endanger the Bill-man : and the ra-
ther becaufe therein he is the firft mouer, wherin there
is great vantage, both in time and force. And if the Bil-
man be not very skilfull (all vantages and difaduantages
of both fides confidered,) the fhort Staffe will proue the
better weapon. Laftly note this, that long Staues, Mor-
ris Pikes, and fuch li{c weapons of imperfect lengthes,
being to be vfed with both hands, notwithftanding their
imperfe lengthes, are perfe@ weapons to be vfed, the
one againft the other, and their fightes therein perfet,
becaufe in drawing of them backe betwixt their ﬁandes,
their motions are fwifter backewardes, then is the time
of the Agents feet forwardes, by the which all their loft
times are redeemed : therefore thefe weapons in their
fightes, the one againft the other are perfe@t. And thefe
weapons in the night are the beft wca;Pons of all other,
and haue great aduantage againft the forreft Bill, fhort
Staffe, or anie maner of fhort weapons whatfoeuer: for
thefe caufes, they boldly make home their fightes, and
if neede be againft defperate men , that will venture
themfelues to run in, they redeeme their loft times. But
the other with fhorter weapons for lacke of light, can
make no true defence. Thus endeth the vantages of wea-
pons.

Queftions
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Queflions and anfwers betweene the Scholler and the Mas-
Ser, of the vantages and difaduantages betweene a
tall man,and a man of meane flature, bauing
both the perfelt knowledge in
their weapons.

Scholler.
§Ho hath the aduantage in fight, of a tall 30

{4/ man, or a man of meane ftature?
Maifter.

The tall man hath the vantage , for
thefe caufes : his reach being longer, and
weapon vnto his ftature accordingly , he hath thereby a
fhor}t)cr courfe with his feet to wig t};le true place,wh'Zr- :,‘,’{,;:' ‘:;,-':;
in by the fwift motion of his hand , he may ftrike or mer o/ mean
thruft home: in the which time a man of meane ftature/#*™
cannot reach him, & by his large pace, in his true pace
in his regreffion further, fetteth himfelf out of all dan-
ger, & thefe are the vantages that a tall man hath againft
anie man of fhorter reach then himfelfe.

Scholler.
What vantage hath 2 man of meane ftature againft
atall man?

Masfter.

He hath none : becaufe the true times in fight, and a-
&ions accordingly, are to be obferued and done, as well
by a tall man, as by a2 man of meane ftature.

Scholler.

Why then if this be true , that tall men haue the van-

tage againft me of meane ftature, lé fhold fceme in fight
3
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there is no perfection, other then this,when men of like
ftature, reach, & length of weapon, fhall fight togethe,
the which will feldome or ncuer happen, but either j,
the length of their weapons, ftatures or reaches (if thej,
fwords fhould be of iuft length) fome difference mopt
commonly there will be in their reaches.

Maifler.

Yes verily, the tall man hath ftill the vantage, and yet
the fight is perfe@, although the men that fhall happen
to fight, fhall happe to be vnequall in their ftatures, rea-
ches, or lengths o(P their weapons.

Scholler.

That can I hardly belecue, vnlefle you can tell me b
Art how to auoid or fafely defend my felfe, being but a
man of meane ftature, againft a tall man.

Masfter.

I will tell you : there belongeth vnto this Art of de-
fence onely to be vfed with the feet, progreffion, regref-
fion, trauerfing, and treading of grounds: in any of thefe
you playing the part of the Patient, or Patient Agent,
your feete are fwifter in their motions then are the A-
gents, becaufe his weight and number of his feet in his
comming to win the true place to ftrike or thruft home,
are greater then yours , and therefore the true time is
yours to auoid him, or fafely to defend your felfe: fo the
Art is ftill true,and the tall man hath ftill the vantage.

Scholler.

Yet I am not fully fatisfied herein , becaufe you tell
me {till that the tall man hath the vantage,and notwith-
ftanding you fay the Art is true, wherein then hath the
tall man the vantage, when by your Art you can defend
your felfe againft him.

Maifler.
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I will fatisfie you therein thus. The tall man hath the
vantage, he can maintaine his fight, both by nature and
Art , with more eafe then can the man of meane fta-
wre , becaufe the man of meane ftature hath there-
by a further courfe with his fecte to pafie to the place,
wherein he may ftrike or thruft home , and in winning
of that place , is driuen by Art to come garded vn-
der his wards to defend himfelfe, becaufe in the time of
hiscomming , the tall man may both naturally or artifi-
cially ftrike or thruft home, in the which time, if the ma
of meane ftature fhould faile in the leaft iote of his Art,
he thould be in great daunger of death or hurt, But the
tall man can naturally and fafely come to the true place
open, without any artificiall wards at all, and therein al-
fo ecndanger the other, or driue him ftill to trauerfe his =
ground, with all the artificiall skill that he hath to de- Fre/arircitle
fend himfelfe; and all this the tall man doth by reafon g#ins et mas
of his length of weapon, large pace, fhort courfe, and 4+ « me
long reach, with great fafetie, pleafure and eafe. And for '{;;,";',,",{i’""
thofe caufes the tall man hath {till the vantage of men of skt comrse.
meane ftature, and yet notwitftading the noble Science [78% ¥/ weep.
of Defence moft perfet and good. e
Of the long fingle Rapier fight betweene valiant men, ha-

uing both skill , ke that is the beft wrafler, or if nes-

ther of them can wraflle , the firongeff man
moft commonly Rilleth the other, or lea-
ueth him at his mercie.

Hen two valiant men of skill at fingle Ra- 31
Fa pier do fight , one or both of them moft co-
') monly ftanding vpon their ftrength or skill
in wraftling, will prefently fecke to run into
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the clofe ; but hauing both skill , not without fpecial
care of their gard or crofle, the which thc{ may fafe]
do, by reafon of the length of their Rapiers: but hapniny
both of one mind , the rather do bring themfelues toge.
ther: that being done, noskil with Rapiers auaileth, the
prefently grapple faft their hilts,, wrifts, armes , bodjey
or neckes, as in luftring, wraftling, or ftriuing together
they may beft find for their aduantages : wherby it moft
commonly falleth out, that he that is the beft wraftier
or ftrongeft man (if neither of them can wraftle) ouer.
commeth, wrefting by ftrength , or fine skill in wraf}.
ling, the Rapier from his aduerfarie, or cafting him frg
him, either to the ground, or to fuch diftance, that he
m:;{ by reafon therof, vfe the edge or point of his rapier,
to ftrike or thruft him , leauing him dead or aliue at his
mercic. But if but one of thefe valiant men fhall fecke to
run into the clofe, and that the other fhall vfe his skill
in trauerfing of his ground, or otherwife by ftandin
vpon his gard or Stocataward , to take all maner of adua-
tages at his coming, yet all auaileth him not, becaufe the
Rapiers being long, the croffing of the blades cannot
be auoided : that being made, the oppreflor runneth
fafter forwards then can the defendant backwards , and
fo are brought together, as in the firft affault they were,
& euerie action therein accordingly performed.

Of the Rapier and Pointard-fight betwixt valiant
men, hauing both skill.,

32 F two valiant men do fight at Rapier and Poi-
niard hauing both skill, one or both of them
R will prefently preffe hard to winne the place,

wherein in his iudgement he may thruft home. 1 boltah
¢
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pe of one mind , the time is doubled in winning the
fame: whereby it commeth to paffe , that then he that
fieft thrufteth,endangereth, killeth or hurteth the other:
and if they both thruft together , as they may do by the

pall time of their feet , then they are moft common-
ly both flaine , or both hurt. And this is well knowne
vnto all men of skill, that the place being once gotten,
there is neither iudgement, fpace, pace, nor time, cither
by wards with their Rapier blades, or by breaking with
their Poiniards, or flying backe , that can preferuc or
defend them . But if but one of them will feeke to win
by paffage, hard prefling, or otherwife the place, wherin
in Kis iudgement he may thruft home, it is impoffible
for the other to denie him the fame, becaufe the length
of the Rapiers winneth him the croffe; the crofie bein
taken, the place is had ; the place being had, he that ﬁrﬁ
thrufteth, firft {peedeth : if both thruft together,theyare
both in danger : the prefently followeth (vnleffe it pleafe
God otherwife to haue it) the ftabs with their daggers,
wherein there lieth no defence.

Of the long Rapier & Poiniard-fight betweene trwo valiant
men, the one hausng skil, the other none: that ke that
hath no skill hath the vantage,

f% Hen two valiant men fhal fight with log 33

/] Rapiers and Poiniards , the one hauing

k75) skill , and the other none, he that hath no

X skill moft commoly proucth himfelf the
better ma, for thefe caufes or reafons fol-

lowing. Firft the skilfull man as knowing the other to

haue no skill, or finding it to be fo by his fhape or

H
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maner of comming towardes him , will prefently yeeld
to take the aduantage of his comming, or elfe with all
fpeed put himfelfe into his fhort ward , to be readie at
his comming to make out a ftrong Stocata (as the Jtalki-
ans call it:) the other knowing his imperfection in
fight , affureth himfelfe there can be no great good for
him to ftand long out at the point, prefently redoubleth
or reuiueth his fpirits with perfe@ refolution , to make
fhort worke, couragioufly with fome offenfiue action,
fuch as nature fhall beft yeeld vnto him,flieth in with all
force and agilitie : the skilfull man ftandeth watching to
take fuch aduantages as his fchoolemaifter hath taught
him, in the whichtime, manie times it falleth out , he is
taught a new time,euen by an vnskilfull man that neuer
fought before , is fore hurt or flaine : and if it happen
they both miffe in their offenfiue aGions , then by rea-
fon thereof , and of the imperfe@ length of their Ra-
piers, they come to ftabbing with their Poiniards, wher-
in there lyeth no defence , becaufe diftance being bro-
ken,iudgement faileth, time is loft,and theireies(by the
fwift motions of their handes) are deceiued.

Of the long fingle Rapier ,or Rapier and Poiniard-fight be-

tweene two vnskilfull men being valiant.

Hen two vnskilfull men ( being valiant)
fhall fight with long fingle Rapiers, there
is lefle danger in that kind of fight, by rea-
. fon of their diftance in conuenient length,
waight, and vnweildinefle, then is with fhort Rapiers:
whereby it commeth to paffe, that what hurt fhall hap-
pen to be done, ifanie with the edge or point of their
Rapiers
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Rapiers is done in 2 moment , and prefently will gra
le and wraftle together, wherin moft commonly the
ftrongeft or beft Wraftler ouercommeth, and the like
fight falleth out betweene them, at the long Rapier and
Poiniard , but much more deadly , becaufe in ftead of
Clofe and Wraftling, they fall moft commonly to ftab-
bing with their Poiniardes,

Of the imperfeition and infufficiencie of Rapiers in gene-
rall, of what length foeuer they be.

F two fight with long Rapiers , vpon ecuerie :{:’:’,’,{"f,:"

€ Crofle made within the halfe Rapier, if they with their Deg-
haue Poiniardes, they moft commonly ftabbe &7 "‘:"fzﬁ’/’
each other, which cannot be auoided , because the Ra- ;'1:::..115,..

piers being long, the Croffc cannot be vndone of cither fets bome, bar-

fide , without going backe with their feete , the which Z::,',?,Z‘:;{:

likewife in due time cannot be done , becaufe the hand feresce:ifborh

is more fwifter then the feeté,and the feete more fwifter :Z"/‘" :’{;’:"’ g
in their courfe forwardes then backwardes, neither can jidsecense

the Croffe be preuented , becaufe the point of neceflitie their Spaces of

lycth too farre off in his offence,or elfe within compafle o rseremm

of the true time of the hand and bodie, by reafon of his s time of 15
imperfect length: and fo by the like reafons, if two fight }","-;::.‘: phe
with long fingle Rapiers , vpon cuerie Croffe made ,Z{,’,ﬁ,ﬁ,q.
therewith, within the halfe Rapier, the Clofe cannot be is #4at diffance

auoided, wherby it commeth to pafle moft commeon- :"n.‘.’,',f'j' i

ly, that the ftrongeft man or beft Wraftler ouercom- 7 feete in
meth . Now if two do fight with fhort Rapiers, or Ra- #ieir courfe, bat
: . . . . not in the firff
piers of conuenient length , fuch Rapiers be inconueni- pyign, alwaies
ent and infufficient alfo for lacke of an hilt to defend the nete for the a-
hand and head from the blow; for no eie (in making a *74" /&7«
Ho )
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perfe ward for the head, to defend a blow, can dif
cerne to take the fame within three or fourc inches,
wherby it may as well and as often fall vpon the hand, as
vpon tgc bladeof the Rapier. Againe,the hilt as well fer-
ucth to defend the head as the hand , and is a more fure
and ftrong ward , then is the blade of the Rapier. And
further, vnderftand this for truth, that in gardant and o-
pen fight, the hand without an hilt lieth open to moft
blowes that fhalbe ftroken by the Agent, out of the gar-
dant or open fight , becaufe in the true cariage of the
gardant fight, the hand mutft lie aboue the head, in fuch
ftraightnes and narrownes of fpace, that which way foe-
uer the Agent fhall ftrike or thruft at the head , face,or
bodie, the remouing of two or foure inches fhall faue
all. And now fomewhat more for the fhortnefle or con-
uenient length of Rapiers.

Rapiers hauing no hilts to defend the head, the Ra-
pier-man is driuen of neceffitic to lie at the variable
fight or low ward,and being there he can neither defend
in due time, head, face, nor bodie from the blowes or
thruftes of him, that fhall fight out of the gardant or o-
pen fight, but is continually in great danger of the A-
gent,for thefe caufes following. Firft, becaufe his fpace
is too wide to defend his head from blow or thruft. Se-
condly his Pace ftanding vpon that fight , wilbe of ne-
ceflitie too great or too narrow:if too narrow,too weak:
if too large,his weight and number of his feet , are too
great to endanger him,that is vpon his gardant or open

fight.
4 of
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the imperfeétion and infufficiencie of the fight of the
4 ﬁn}g’lejl'lapier, Rapter and Poinird ga- i
prer and Buckler, Rapier and
Cloke, and Rapier and
Gloue of maile.

=¥ He Rapier fight,, whether it be fingle or ac- 36
(¢ brp copanied with Poiniard, Buckler, cloke, or
RN gloue of male, is ftill by reafon of the infuf-
pe=eficiencie or imperfection of the Rapier, an
imperfect fight : vnperfet inftruments can make no

rfe® muficke, neither can vnperfe@ weapons make

rfect fight: let the men that handle them haue
all the knowledge that may be in all maner of weapons,
yea the full height, or ({:er e@ion, and true habite by his
great labour and induftry, euen as it were naturally effe-
&ed in him , yet if the weapons that they fhall fight
withall be imperfe or infufficient to perZ)rme what-
focuer appertaineth vnto true fight , as concerning the
perfetion of their fafetie, it auaileth them nothing.
What fhall we then fay for the Rapier? Is the Rapier
an imperfe@t or infufficient weapon to perfourme
whatfocuer appertaineth vnto the true fight? Yea:
Wherefore ? Becaufe vnto the true fight there apper-
taineth foure fights, Gardant fight, Open fight, Varia-
ble fight, and Clofe fight: without all foure of thefe
fights it is impoffible to fight fafe: but the Rapier for
lacke of an hilt is an vnperfect weapon, and therefore
infufficient to fight fafe vpon thefe foure fights, the
reafons are alreadic fet downe in the Paradoxe be-
fore,but it is inferred to loofe the benefit of two of the
Hj
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beft fights, gardant and open fight,and to flie from thg,
and truft only vnto variable fight, and clofe fight. Now
hauing proued through the imperfetion or infufficien-
cie of the Rapier, the imperfection of the Rapier fight,
it remaineth that I fpeake of the reft of the weapons, or
inftruments appertaining vnto Rapier fight.

The Rapier and Poiniard fight, the Rapier & Buckler
fight, the Rapier and cloke fight,& the Rapier & gloue
of male fight: all thefe fights by reafon of the imperfe-
¢tion of the Rapier, and Rapier fight,are all alfo imper-
fect fights : and for proofe of the vncertaintie and im-
pofibilities of fafetie in any of thefe fights, thus it ftan-
deth. Thefe fights depend altogether vpo variable fight
and clofe fight : in anie of thefe fights it is impoffible in
true fpace of Offence to keepe the blades of their Ra-
ﬁicrs from croffing, or fro breaking with the Poiniards,

uckler, cloke, or breaking or catching with the gloue
of male; becaufe in anie of thefe two fights, the Agent
hath ftill in true fpace the blade of the Patients Rapier
to worke vpon. Thefe things by letters cannot be made
more plaine , neither is it vnknowne to the skilfull, or
in ﬁgﬁt by anie meanes to be auoided , the weapon
being too farre in true fpace to be wrought vpon, the
place cannot be denied , do the patient Agent what he
can for his life to the contrarie,either by blowes, thrufts,
falfing,or doubling of thrufts,going backe, indirections,
or turnings of the body, or what elfe foeuer may in the
higheft touch of wit or ftrength , or agilitie of bodie be
deuifed or done,to keepe out the Agent: but ftill the A-
gent by narrownefle of fpace bringeth himfelf by ftrog
gard to the place, where being brought,it is as impoffi-
ble to fight fafe, as it is for two defperate men fet toge-
ther



Paradoxes of Defence. 55
ther being both blind;becaufe in the true place (wonne
in Rapier or variable fight) their eyes by the fwift mo-
tions of their hands are deceiued , the croffes in that
fight are falfe, their diftance, iudgements and times are
Joft,cither to offend in fafetie, or fafely to defend them-
felues : and thefe reafons, rules, or grounds of the feates
of armes are infallible and inuincible.

Now, 8 you Italian teachers of Defence , where are
your Stocatas, Imbrocatas, Mandritas ,Puntas, & Puynta
reuerfas,Stramifons ,Paflatas,Carricados, Amazzas, 8In-
cortatas,8& playing with your bodies , remouing with
your feet a litle afide,circle wife winding of your bodies,
making of three times with your feet together ,marking
with one eye the motion of the aduerfary,&with the o-
ther eye the aduatage of thrufting? What is become of
all thefe iugling gambalds , Apifh deuifes, with all the
reft of your fquint-eyed trickes , when as through your
deepe ftudies, long practifes, & apt bodies, both ftrong
& agilious, you haue attained to the height of all thefe
thingstWhat then auaileth it you, when you fhal come
to fight for your liues with a man of skill?you fhall haue
neither time,nor place,in due time to peré;rme any one
ofthem, nor gardant nor open fight fafely to keep out
a man of skill,a man of no skill, or fcholler of your owne
teaching, from the true place, the place of fafetie, the
place of vncertaintie or mifchiefe , the place of wounds
or death,but are there inforced to ftand in that mifchie-
uous, vncertaine, dangerous,and moft deadly place, as
two men hauing loft 1n part their chiefeft fences, moft
furioufly with their rapiers or poiniards , wounding or
flaying each other.

Thus endeth the imperfet fights of the rapier with



There are few
frayes, but more
w)%al Gentlem?
Slaine new then
werethen,

56 George Stluer bis
all maner of weapons or inftruments thereto ap perta;.
ning,with their imperfections, through the true groyigs
and rules of the Art of armes,truly difplayed &brough,
to light.

All laud be vnto the Almighty God.

That the reafons vfed by the Italian Fencers in commen.
ding the vfé of the Rapier and Poiniard, becaufe i
maketh peace, maketh againft
themfelues.

GAANPAT hath bin commonly held, that fince the
2Italians haue taught the Rapier fight, b
ARG reafon of the dangerous vie therof,it hat
9fbred great ciuilitic amongft our Englith
nation, they will not now giue the lye, nor
with fuch foule fpeeches abufe themfelues , therefore
there are fewer frayes in thefe times then were wont to
be:it cannot be denied but this is true,that we are more
circumfpet of our words, and more fearefull to fight,
then heretofore we haue bene. But whereof commeth
it? Is it from this,that the Rapier maketh peace in our
minds; or from hence,that it 1s not fo fufficient defence
forourbodies in our fight? He that will fight when he is
armed , will not fight when he is naked : is it therefore
good to go naked to keepe peace? he that would ﬁiht
with his Sword and BucElcr, or Sword and Dagger,be-
ing weapons of true defence, will not fight with his Ra-
pier and Poiniard , wherein no true defence or fight is
perfe@:are thefe infufficict weapos therfore the better,
becaufe not being fufficiet to dcfl:’:dvs in fight, they force
vs vnto peace? What elfe is it, but to fay, it is good for
fubieéts
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fubicéts to be poore, that they may not go to law: or to
jacke munition, that they may not fight, nor go to the
warres: and to conclude, what more folléweth through
theimperfet workes of thefe Italian peacemakersiThey
haue made many a ftrong man in his fight weake, many
a valiant man fearefull, manie a worthie man trufting to
their imperfet fight, hath bene flaine, and manie of our
defperate boyes and young youthes, to become in that
Rapier-fight, as good men as England yeeldeth, and the
talleft men in this land, in that fight as verie boyes as
they and no better. This good haue the Italian teachers
of Offence done vs, thcy haue transformed our boyes in-
to men, and our men into boyes, our ftrong men into
weakenefle, our valiant men doubtfull, and manie wor-
thie men refoluing themfelues vpon their falfe refolu-
tions, haue moft wilful? in the field, with their Rapiers
ended their liues. And laftly, haue left to remaine a-
mongft vs after their deathes, thefe inconueniences be-
hind them, falfe Fence-bookes, imperfe& weapons, falfe
fightes, and euill cuftomes, whereby for lacke of vfe and
practife in perfet weapons and true fight, we are difa-
bled for the feruice of our Prince, defence of our coun-
trey, and fafetie of our liues in priuate fight.

That the short Sword hath the aduantage againft
the long Sword or long Rapier. '

Hereas for the moft part opinions are 38
/5 generally holden, that the long Sword,
(773 or long Rapier, hath the vantage infight
) againftthe thort Sword, which the Izal:-
an teachers of Defence,by their falfe de-
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monftratios haue brought vs to beleeue.l haue thoy ht
good that the truth may appeare which hath the van- .
tage, to adde my helpe vnto the reafons they vfe in thejr
owne behalfe, for that yet I could neuer heare them
make a found reafon for the fame.Thefe are the reafons.
Thefereafons  Firft with my long Rapier, I will put my felfe into my
yo ;’{;‘” btk gard or Stocata, holding my hilt backe by the outfide of
L my right thigh, keeping in fhort the point of my Rapier.
{o as he that hath the fhort Sword, fhall not be abje t(;
reach the point of my Rapier, to make his ward of
Crofle witE his Dagger, Buckler, Sword, or Cloke,
without ftepping in of his foote, the which time is too
long to anfwere the time of the hand, by reafon of m
diftance. I can there ftand fafe without danger of blow
or thruft, playing the Patients part: if you ftrike or thruft
you do it too thort, by reafon of my diftance: if you feek
to come nearer, you muft do it with the time of your
foote, in the which time I may fafely thruft home: if in
that diftance you breake it not, you are flaine: if you do
breake it, yet you do me no harme, by reafon of my di-
ftance, and I may ftand faft and thruft againe, or flie
backe at my pleafure : fo haue you put your felfe in dan-
ger of your life, and hauing hardly efcaped, are driuena-
gaine to begin a new bought, as at the firft you did. A-
gaine, if I pleafe, I can be the oppreflour, chping the
fame gard, and my point in fhort as I did before, and
prefling ftrongly by putting in by litle and litle of my
feete, vntill the place with my foote be gotten, wherein
(in my iudgement) I may thruft home, the which I ma{
boldly and fafely do, without refpet of anie ward at _al .
by reafon of my diftance, in which time of my comming
he muft ftrike, thruft, ward, or go backe: if he go backe,
it
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itis a great difgrace: if he ftrike or thruft, it is too fhort:
if he ftand to defend, the place being alreadie gotten,
where I may thruft home, the thruft being verie quicke
& ftrongly made, fuch is the force and fwiftnefle there-
of, that it is impoffible by nature or art, for anic man to
breake one thruft of an hundred. Thefe reafons in my o-
pinion may fuffice to confirme the wife, that there is
no queftion to be made, but that the long Rapier hath
the aduantage againft the thort Sword. .

Sir you haue pretily handled your difcourfe, concér- ,‘::;zz:;’,’,:{
ning the vantages of the long Rapier againft the fhort .
Sword, efpecially at the firft thew, and according to
common fence, but for the fubftance and truth of the
true fight, you haue faid nothing, becaufe for the per-
formance of anie of your allegations, you haue ncither
true Pace, Place, Time, nor Space: t{cfc are the rea-
fons.Your Pace of neceflitic muft be too large, becaufe
otherwife you cannot keepe fafe the point of your long
Rapicr, from the Crofle .of the thort Sword, vnlefle
you will with a narrow Pace keepe backe your hilt fo
farre, that the fpace of your offence wilbe too large or
too long in diftance, and your bodie vnapt to moue and
to thruft both ftrong and quicke in due time, nor aptly
to keepe your diftance, to win the place with your feete,
to thruft home. So now you may plainely fee, if you
haue skill in the art or fcience of Defencé, that to per-
forme anie thing which you haue alleadged, you haue
neither true Pace, Place, time nor Space. But
if you will ftand vpon the largeneffe of your Pace, to
keepe backe or faue the point of your long Rapier from
the ward or Croffe of the fhort Sword, or vpon your
Paffatos, in all thefe you haue great difaduantages: and
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thefe are my reafons: Your number will be too great
as thus: whenfoeuer you meane out of your large pacé
to thruft home, you mutft of neceflitic make foure timeg
with your feet, and one with your hand, or two times
with your feet, and one with your hand at the leaft: apnq
whenfocuer you make any of your paffages, the niber of
your feet are greater then the greateft of any of thefe
timesdone out of thelarge pace: but the patient with hig
thort fword, to auoyd you, or difappoint you of your
thruft, hath but one time with his foot, at or before the
which time, as he in his iudgemét thall find you in your
motion, hath by the flow and great number of your mo-
tions or times, fufficient time fafely out of all danger to
make himfelfe readie to take his croffe with his fhort
fword.Now Sir, whether you thruft or not thruft, whe-
ther you play the part ofy an Agent, or Patient, it hel-
peth you nothing, for he that hath the fhort fword hath
foure times or motions againft the long Rapier, name-
ly, bent, fpent, lying fpent, and drawing backe, in all
maner of fights thefe are to be obferued both by the
Patient and Agent. Now note, he that hath the long
Rapier muft of neceffitie play vpon one of thefe foure
motions, or be Patient, which foeuer he fhall do, he
is ftill in great danger of the croffe of the fhort fword,
becaufe itg he be Agent, his number is too great, he
falleth into one of the foure motions, the Patient with
his fhort fword, hauing but the time of the hand, or had
& foot, fafely vpon thefe aCtions or times taketh his
croffe with the fﬁort Sword: that being done, he pre-
fently vncroffeth and ftriketh or thrufteth at his pleafure
him that hath the long Rapier, in the head, face, or bo-
die.Now here is againe to be noted, that when the croffe
is
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is made, if he that hath the long Rapier ftand faft, he is
wounded prefently in the vncroffing of the fhort fword,
if he ftep or leape backe to faue himfelfe, yet the time
of the hand being fwifter then the timeof the foot, ouer-
taketh him,with blow or thruft in the arme, hand, head,
face and bodie. Now if he that hath the long Rapier
will be patient & make no play, but lie ftill watching to
make his thruft or Stocata iuf{ in the comming or mo-
uing of the Agents feete with his thort fword, then he
hath as great difaduantage as he had when he was Pa-
tient,becaufe the the Agent with his fhort Sword hath
but hand and foot to make his croffe: which is moft fafe-
ly to be done in that time, which we call Bent, and is as
impoffible for the Rapier-man to preuent, as it is for an
vaskilfull to ftrike or thruft juft together with a man of
skill. Then thus I conclude, that he that fighteth witha
long Rapier, againft him that fighteth with a fhort
Sword, can do nothing in due time to defend himfelfe,
or hurt the other, but is fill in daunger of his life, or
at the mercie of him that hath the fhort Sword, or
elfe hath no fafe way to helpe himfelfe, but onely Cobs Cobs Tramersi.
Trauerfe. This Cob was a great quareller, and did de-
light in great brauerie to giue foule words to his bet-
ters, and would not refufe to go into the field to fight
with any man, and when he came into the field, would
draw his Sword to fight, for he was fure by the cun-
ning of his Trauerfe, not to be hurt by anie man: for
at anie time finding himfelfe ouermatched would fud-
denly turne his backe and runne away with fuch fwift-
neffe, that it was thought a good hotfe would fearce
take him. And this when I was a young man, was ve-
rie much fpoken of by many Gentlemen of the Innes of
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the Court, and was called Cobs Trauerfe and thofe thy,
had feene anie go backe too faft in his fight, would fay
he did tread Cair Trauerfe. ’

George Siluer his militarie riddle , truly fet downe between,
the Perfection and Imperfeition of fight : containing the
handling of the foure fights: wherein true confifterh
the whole fumme and full perfeétion of the
true fight, with all maner of wea-
pons, withan inuscible

conclufion.

ey Ardant fight ftayeth, putteth backe, or
g 3?‘%?9 beateth gardant fight.

. %} 0’/ Open fight ftayeth , putteth backe, or
: \'»’;‘,‘ﬁ '2) beateth open fight.

Lbonrsud  Variable fight anfwereth variable fight
in the firft diftance, and not otherwife, except it be with
the perfe@ length againft the imperfec.

Clofe fight is beaten by gardant fight.

Variable clofe & gardant fight, beateth gardant fight,
open fight, variable fight, and clofe fight.

Gardant fight in the imperfection of the Agent or
Patient, winneth the halfe fword, and preuenteth the
clofe, and whofoeuer firft ventureth the clofe, loofeth
it, and is in great danger of death, and not poffible to
efcape or get out againe without great hurt.

There attendeth moft diligently vpon thefe foure
fights foure offenfiuc actions, which we call certaine,
vncertaine, firft, before, iuft, and afterwards: they are
to be performed through iudgement, time, meafure,

number and waight, by which all maner of blowes,
thrufts,

QA
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thrufts, falfes, doubles, or flips, are preuented, or mo
fafely defended. And thus endeth my riddle.
Now followeth the conclufion, that whofoeuer fhall

thinke or find himfelfe in his fight too weake for the A-

ent, or Patient Agent, and therefore, or by reafon of
his drunkennefle, or vnreafonable defperatenefle fhall
prefe within the halfe Sword, or deferately runne in of
purpofc to giue hurt, or at leaft for taking of one hurt,
to giue another, fhall moft affuredly be in great daun-
ger of death or wounds, and the other fhall ftill be fafe
and go free.

Verstas vincit.



A BRIEFE NOTE OF THREE ITA.-

lian Teachers of Offence.

@) Here were three Italian Teachers of Of-

‘Z’_ff’,:';b:zf,;,l, ™Y w&\ fence in my time. The firft was Signior
impudit boldneffe YV {;\@Q Rocko: the fecond was leronimo, that was
;':;”’j”.'/;'ﬂ’;:’”g. ' BN\, Signior Rocko his boy , that taught Gen-

their profeffion ¢ tlemen in the Blacke-Fryers, as Viher for
7’-?"5'1 were  his maifter in fteed of a man.The third was Vincentso,
,,'::fﬁ:,;';[,',' ™ This Signior Rocko came into England about fome thir-
briefe motemay  tic yeares paft: he taught the Noblemen & Gentlemen
:;;:z;’;’”"’:" of the Court; he caufed fome of them to weare leaden
Beniars Wfl 1 foales in their fhoes, the better to bring them to nimble-
wiff. nefle of feet in their fight.He disburfed a great fumme
of mony for the leafe of a faire houfe in W arwicke lane,
which he called his Colledge, for he thought it great
difgrace for him to keepe a Fence-fchoole, he being
then thought to be the onely famous Maifter of the Art
of armes in the whole world. He caufed to be fairely
drawne and fet round about his Schoole all the Noble-
mens and Gentlemens armes that were his Schollers,
and hanging right vnder their armes their Rapiers, dag-
gers, gloues of male and gantlets. Alfo, he had benches
and ftooles, the roome being verie large, for Gentleme
to fit round about his Schoole to behold his teaching.
He taught none commonly vnder twentie, fortic, fifty,
or an hundred pounds. And becaufe all things fhould

be verie neceflary for the Nobleme & gentleme, he had
in
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in his fchoole a large fquare table, with a greene cars-
et, done round with a verie brode rich fringe of gold,
alwaies ftanding vpon it a verie faire Standith couered
with Crimfon Veluet, with inke, pens, pin-duft, and
fealing waxe, and quiers of verie excellent fine aper
gilded, readie for the Noblemen & Gentlemen (I:rpon
occafion) to write their letters, being then defirous to
follow their fight, to fend their men to difpatch their
bufinefle. And to know how the time paffed, he had in
one corner of his fchoole a Clocke, with a verie faire
large Diall, he had within that fchoole, a roome the
which was called his priuie fchoole, with manie wea-
ns therein, where he did teach his fchollers his fecret
ght, after he had perfetly taught them their rules.He
was verie much beloued in the Court.

There was one Auflen Bagger, a verie tall gentle-
man of his handes, not ftanding much vpon his skill,but
carying the valiant hart of an Fnglithman, vpon a time
being merrie amongft his friendes, faid he would go
fight with Signior Rocco, prefently went to Signior
Raceo his houfe in the Blackefriers, and called to him in
this maner: Signior Rocco, thou that art thought to be
the onely cunning man in the world with thy weapon,
thou that takeft vpon thee to hit anie Englifhman with
athruft vpon anie button, thou that takeft vpon thee to
come ouer the feas, to teach the valiant Noblemen and
Gentlemen of England to fight, thou cowardly fellow
come out of thy houfe if thou dare for thy life, I am
come to fight with thee.Signior Rocco looking out at a
window , perceiuing him in the ftreet to ftand readie
with his Sword and Buckler, with his two hand Sword
drawne, with all fpeed ran into the ftreet, and manfully
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let flie at Auflen Bagger, who moft brauely defendeq
himfelfe, and prefently clofed with him, and ftroke vp
his heeles, and cut him ouer the breech, and trode vpon
him, and moft grieuoufly hurt him vnder his fect : yet
in the end Auflen of his good nature gaue him his
life, and there left hin. This was the firft and laft fighe
that euer Signior Rocco mmade, fauing once at Queene
Hith he drew his Rapier vpon a waterman, where he
was throughly beaten with Oares and Stretchers, but
the oddes of their weapons were as great againft his Ra-
pier, as was his two hand Sword againft Auflen Bag-
gers Sword and Buckler, therefore for that fray he w-s
to be excufed.

Then came in Vincentio and Ieronimo, they taught
Rapier-fight at the Court, at London, and in the coun-
trey, by the fpace of feauen or cight yeares or therea-
bouts.Thefe two Italian Fencers, efpecially Uincentio,
faid that Englithmen were ftrong men, but had no cun-
ning, and they would go backe too much in their fight,
which was great difgrace vnto them.Vpon thefe words
of difgrace againft Englithmen, my brother Toby Stluer
and my felfe, made challenge againft them both, to play
with them at the fingle Rapier, Rapier and Dagger, the
fingle Dagger, the fingle Sword, the Sword and Target,
the Sword and Buckler, & two hand Sword, the Staffe,
battell Axe, and Morris Pike, to be played at the Bell
Saua ge vpon the Scaffold, where he that went in his
fight fafter backe then he ought, of Englithman or Ita-
lian, thold be in danger to breake his necke off the Scaf-
fold. We caufed to that effe@t, fiue or fixe fcore Bils of
challenge to be printed, and fet vp from Southwarke to
the Tower, and from thence through Londen vnto Wefi-

minfler,
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minfler, we were at the place with all thefe weapons az
the time apointed, within a bow fhot of their Fence
fchoole: many gentlemen of good accompt, caried ma-
nie of the bils of chalenge vnto them, telling them that
now the Siluers were at the place appointed, with all
their weapons, looking for them, and a multitude of
Pcoplc there to behold the fight, fazing vnto them, now
come and go with vs ( you fhall take no wrong) or elfe

ou are fhamed for cuer. Do the gentlemen what they
could, thefe gallants would not come to the place of
triall.I verily thinke their cowardly feare to anfwere this
chalenge, had vtterly fhamed them indeed, had not the
maifters of Defence of London, within two or three
daies after, bene drinking of bottell Ale hard by Vin-
centios fchoole, in a Hall where the Italians muft of ne-
ceflitie paffe through to go to their fchoole: and as they
were comming by, the maifters of Defence did pray
them to drinke with them, but the Italians being verie
cowardly, were afraide, and prefently drew their Ra-

iers: there was a pretic wench ftanding by, that loued
the Italians , fhe ran with ourcrie into the ftreet, helpe,
helpe, the Italians are like to be flaine : the people with
all fpeede came running into the houfe, and with their
Cappes and fuch things as they could get, parted the
fraie, for the Englith maifters of Defence, meant no-
thing lefle then to foile their handes vpon thefe two
faint-harted fellowes. The next morning after, all the
Court was filled, that the Italian teachers of Fence had
beaten all the maifters of Defence in London, who fet v-
pon them in a houfe together. This wan the Italian Fen-
cers their credit againe, and thereby got much,ftill con-
tinuing their falfe teaching to the end of their liues.
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This Uincentio proued himfelfe a ftout man pe,
long before he died, that it might be feene in his 1if,
time he had bene a gallant, and therefore no maruajje”
he tooke vpon him fo highly to teach Englifhmen ¢,
fight, and to fet forth bookes of the feates of Armes, V.
pon a time at Wels in Somerfetfhire, as he wasin great
brauerie amongft manic gentlemen of good accompt,
with great boldnefle he gaue out fpeeches, that he had
bene thus manie yeares in England, and fince the time
of his firft comming, there was not yet one Englifh-
man, that could once touch him at the fingle Rapier, or
Rapier and Dagger. A valiant gentleman being there
amongft the reft, his Englith hart did rife to heare this
proude boafter, fecretly fent a meffenger to one Bartho.
lomew Bramble a friend of his, a veric tall man both of
his hands and perfon, who kept a fchoole of Defence in
the towne, the meflenger by the way made the maifter
of Defence acquainted with the mind of the gentleman
that fent for him, and of all what Uincentio had faid, this
maifter of Defence prefently came, and amongft all the
gentlemen with his cap off, Eraycd maifter Vincentio,
that he would be pleafed to take a quart of wine of him.
Vincentso verie fcornefully looking vpon him, faid vnto
him.Wherefore fhould you giue me a quart of wine?
Marie Sir, faid he, becaufe I heare you are a famous man
at your weapon. Then prefently faid the gentleman
that fent for the maifter of Defence: Maifter Vincentso,
1 pray you bid him welcome, he is a man of your pro-
feffion. My profeffion faid Vincentio? what is my profef-
fion. Then faid the gentleman, he is a maifter of the no-
ble fcience of Defence. Why faid maifter Pincetio, God

make him a good man.But the maifter of Defence wold
. not .
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pot thus leaue him, but prayed him againe he would be
leafed to take a quart of wine of him.The faid Vincétio,
Yhaue no need of thy wine. Then faid the maifter of De-
fence: Sir I haue a fchoole of Defence in the towne, will
it pleafe you to go thither. Thy fchoole, faid maifter
Vincentio? what fhall I do at thy fchoole? play with me
(faid the maifterzI at the Rapier and Dagger, if it pleafe
you. Play with thee faid maifter Vincentw? if I play with
thee, I will hit thee 1. 2. 3. 4. thruftes in the cic toge-
ther. Then faid the maifter of Defence, if you can do fo,
itis the better for you, and the worfe for me, but furely
1 can hardly belecue that you can hit me: but yet once
againe I hartily pray you good Sir, that you will go to
my fchoole, and play with me. Play with thee faid mai-
fer Vincentio (verie {cornefully?) by God me fcorne to

lay with thee. With that word fcorne, the maifter of
f)cfence was verie much moued, and-vP with his great
Englifh fift, and ftroke maifter Vincentio fuch a boxe on
the eare that he fell ouer-and ouer, his legges iuft a-
gainft a Butterie hatch, whereon ftood a great blacke
Iacke : the maifter of Defence fearing the worft, againft
Uincentio his rifing, catcht the blacke Iacke into his
hand, being more then halfe full of Beere. Vincentso lu-
ftily ftart vp, laying his hand vpon his Dagger, & with
theother hand pointed with his finger, faying, very well:
I will caufe to lie in the Gaile for this geare, 1. 2. 3
4. yeares. And well faid the maifter of Defence, fince
you will drinke no wine, will you pledge me in Beere? 1
drinke to all the cowardly knaues in England, and 1
thinke thee to be the verieft coward of them all: with
that he caft all the Beere vpon him: notwithftanding
Vincentio hauing nothing but his guilt Rapier, and
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17)aggcr about him, and the other for his defence th,
blacke Iacke, would not at that time fight it out : butthe
next day met with the maifter of Defence in the ftreete
and faix voto him, you remember how mifufed a Pl
yefterday, you were to blame, me be an excellent map
me teach you how to thruft two foote further then anie
Englithman, but firft come you with me: then he
brought him to a Mercers thop, and faid to the Mercer
let me fee of your beft filken Pointes, the Mercer di(i
prefently fhew him fome of feauen groates a dozen,
then he payeth fourteene groates for two dozen, and
faid to the maifter of Defence, there is one dozen for
{ou, and here is another for me. This was one of the va-
ianteft Fencers that came from beyond the feas, to
teach Englithmen to fight, and this was one of the man-
lieft frayes, that I haue hard of, that euer he made in
England, wherin he fhewed himfelfe a farre better man
in his life, then in his profeffion he was, for he profeffed
armes, but in his life a better Chriftian. He fet forth in
print a booke for the vfe of the Rapier and Dagger, the
which he called his pratife, I haue read it ouer ,and be-
caufe I finde therein neither true rule for the perfe&
teaching of true fight, not true ground of true fight, nei-
ther fence or reafon for due proofe thereof. I haue
thought it frivolous to recite any part therin contained:
yet that the truth hereof may appeare, let two me bein
wel experienced in the Rapier and Dagger fight, choolg
any of the beft branches in the fame booke, & make trial
with force and agility, without the which the truth be-
tweene the true & falfe fight cannot be knowne, & they
fhall find great imperfections therein. And againe, for

proofe that there is no truth, neither in his rules, groiids
or
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o Rapicr-ﬁght , let triall be made in this maner: Set two Preofe: againft

ynskilfull men together at the Rapier and Dagger, be- the

ing valiant, and you fhall fee, that once in two boutes
there fhall cither one or both of them be hurt.Then fet
two skilfull men together, being valiant at the Rapier
and Dagger, and they fhall do the like.Then fet a skilful
Rapier and Dagger-man the beft that can be had, and a
valiant man hauing no skill together at Rapier & Dag-
ger, and once in two bouts vpon my credit in all the ex-
rience I haue in fight, the vnskilful man, do the other
what he can for his life to the contrarie, fhall hurt him,
and moft commonly if it were in continuance of fight,
ou fhall fee the vnskilfull man to haue the aduantage.
And if I fhould chufe a valiant man for feruice of the
Prince, or to take part with me or anie friend of mine
ina good quarrell, I would chufe the vnskilfull man, be-
ing vnencombred with falfe fights, becaufe fuch a man
ftandeth free in his valour with ftrength and agilitie of
bodie, freely taketh the benefit of nature, fighteth moft
braue, by loofing no oportunitie, ecither foundly to hurt
his enemie, or defend himfelfe, but the other ftanding
for his Defence, vpon his cunning Italian wardes, Posn-
tareuerfa, the Imbrocata, Stocata, and being faft tyed vn-
to thefe falfe fightes, ftandeth troubled in his wits, and
nature therby racked through'the largeneffe or falfe ly-
ings or Spaces, whereby he is in his fight as a man halfe
maimed, loofing the oportunity of times & benefit of
nature, & whereas before being ignorant of thefe falfe
Rapier fightes, ftanding in the free libertic of nature
giuen him by god, he was able in the ficld with his wea-
po to anfwere the valianteft man in the world, but now
being tied vnto that falfe fickle vncertaine fight, there-
K4
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by hath loft in nature his freedome, is now become
fcarce halfe a man, and cuerie boye in that fight is be-
come as good 2 man as himfelfe.

Ieronimo this gallant was valiant, and would fight
indeed, and did, as you fhall heare. He being in 2 Coch
with a wench that Kc loued well, there was one Cheefe,
a verie tall man, in his fight naturall Englifh, for he
fought with his Sword and Dagger, and in Rapier-fight
had no skill at all. This Cheefe hauing a quarrell to Ie-
ronimo, ouertooke him vpon the way, himfelfe being on
horfebacke, did call to Jeronimo, and bad him come
forth of the Coch or he would fetch him, for he was
come to fight with him. Jeronimo prefently went forth
of the Coch and drew his Rapier and dagger, put him-
felf into his beft ward or Stocata, which ward wastaught
by himfelfe and Pincentio, and by them beft allowed of,
to be the beft ward to ftand vpon in fight for life, either
to affault the enemie, or ﬁang and watch his comming,
which ward it fhould feeme he ventured his life vpon,
but howfoeuer with all the fine Italienated skill Terons-
mo had, Cheefe with his Sword within two thruftes ran
him into the bodie and flue him. Yet the Italian tea-
chers will fay, that an Englithma cannot thruft ftraight
with a Sword, becaufe the hilt will not fuffer him to put
the forefinger ouer the Croffe, nor to put the thumbe
vpon the blade, nor to hold the pummell in the hand,
whereby we are of neceflitic to hold faft the handle in
the hand : by reafon whereof we are driuen to thruft
both compaffe and fhort, whereas with the Rapier they
can thruft both ftraight and much further then we can
with the Sword, becaufe of the hilt: and thefe be therea-
fons they make againft the Sword.

FINIS.



