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AGENDA



JOACHIM MEYER



THE "1570"



LUND MANUSCRIPT
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ROSTOCK MANUSCRIPT



WHY MANUSCRIPTS?



WRITING AND DRAWING
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ENGRAVING

• 62 woodblock prints, 
attributed to Tobias 
Stimmer

• Probably really created 
by Hans Christoff 
Stimmer and workshop

• Created after the 
Mannerist style of Virgil 
Solis and Jost Amman



PRINTING

• Printed by Thiebolt Berger 
in 1570 (and Michael 
Manger in 1600)

• ~9 × 7 in. (23 × 18 cm)
• Mixture of paper weights
• 228 leaves (456 pages)
• Bound in binions
• Divided into 3 books (65, 

107, 48 pp.)



THE BOOK
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THE MEYER CENSUS

• Sarah Barsness of the Meyer Frei 
Fechter Guild (MFFG) created the first 
list in 2019.

• Her list had 38 copies.

• Other researchers immediately got 
excited and started helping to expand 
it.



THE MEYER CENSUS

• Main sources:
➢Worldcat
➢Gateway Bayern
➢Universal Short Title Catalog (USTC)
➢National union catalogs for Austria, 

Czechia, Denmark, France, Italy, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and 
Sweden

➢ Personal experience



THE MEYER CENSUS

• 37 copies of the 1570

➢ 2 dismembered

➢ 1 lost

• 30 copies of the 1600

➢ 2 lost

• 3 manuscripts

• In 14 countries



THE MEYER CENSUS



THE MEYER CENSUS

Then came the covid…



SCANS!



THE MEYER CENSUS

Every book is unique



PHASES OF PRINTING

Munich                                                                                                                       Bern



BINDING

• Book binding was a 
completely different 
craft from printing.

• Books were purchased 
as bundles of pages.

• The buyer would choose 
what kind of binding to 
give it.



RESIZED

Munich                                                                         Bern



MATERIALS



BINDINGS
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PAINTING



FIGURE PAINTING
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FIGURE INDEX AND TABBING

Munich                                                          Leipzig



VIENNA 1600 ARTWORK



VIENNA 1600 ARTWORK



DOODLES

New York-Met                 DC-Folger



ANNOTATIONS - LABELS

Bamberg     Bern



ANNOTATIONS - LABELS

Munich                          New York



ANNOTATIONS - ERRATA



ANNOTATIONS - MEYER



ANNOTATIONS – HOMEWORK?



HEINRICH VON GUNTERRODT
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HEINRICH VON GUNTERRODT



AUGSBURG COVER NOTES



AUGSBURG COVER NOTES



MUNICH 1600 DIAGRAM



NUREMBERG ANNOTATIONS
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NUREMBERG ANNOTATIONS



THE ELUSIVE STUDENT
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BERLIN 1600



BERLIN 1600



FURTHER RESEARCH

8 libraries haven't responded to 
inquiries:
• Knihovna Královské kanonie 

premonstrátů (Prague)

• Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

• Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek 
Sachsen (Halle)

• Bibliothek Otto Schäfer (Schweinfurt) 

• Russian state library (Moscow)



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• How many books were printed?

• How many more copies still exist?

• What might be hiding in the books we 
haven't examined yet?

• What does the provenance of extant 
copies tell us about how it was used?

• What does the distribution of use marks 
tell us about how it was used?
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HEINRICH VON GUNTERRODT



HEINRICH VON GUNTERRODT
Repertus est ante annos aliquot Argentinensis 
quidam Joachimus Meier, qui conatus est 
firmas regulas demonstrare, & volumen etiam 
magnum hac ipsa de arte edidit germanico 
Idiomate, & licet aliquid intellixisse videatur, 
usum tamen istorum fundamentorum non 
commonstravit.

A few years ago, a certain man from 
Strassburg known as Joachim Meyer tried to 
show certain rules and even published a big 
volume in the German language about this 
art. And though he seemed to have 
understood a little bit, he did not make clear 
the practical use of the fundamentals. 
(Bert Gevaert)



HEINRICH VON GUNTERRODT



ITALIAN MASTERS

Guiseppe Morsicato Pallavicini 
1670

Dietro lui seguí il Perito Ioachino 
Mayer Alemanno, che scrisse nel 
1568.

After him followed the skilled 
German Joachim Meyer, who 
wrote in 1568.
(Chris Holzman)

Francesco Antonio Marcelli
1686

Iacques Descars Francese, & Ioachino 
Maynero Alemano stamporno 
ambedue nel 1568.

The Frenchman Jaques Descars and 
tthe German Joachim Meyer both 
published in 1568.
(Chris Holzman)



LUIS PACHECO DE NARVAEZ



LUIS PACHECO DE NARVAEZ



NUEVA CIENCIA (1629)



NUEVA CIENCIA (1625)
Ocho Autores hallamos ser los primeros seminarios de esta secta 
(disforme, y horrendo monstruo, a quien han venerado los hombres) 
los cinco Italianos, que fueron Pedro Moncio, Achile Marozo, Camilo 
Agripa, Giacomi de Grasi, y Ioanes de la Agochie; de Mallorca fue 
Iayme Pons de Perpiñan, y Españoles Francisco Roman, y Pedro de la 
Torre. sigieron a estos (en el todo, aunque contradiciéndolos en parte) 
otra gran turba de autores, cuyos escritos superfluamente vagan por el 
mundo como correos de sus vanidades, estos fueron Ioachin Meyer…

"We find eight authors to be the first semenarians of this sect (a 
disfigured and horrendous monster, whom men have venerated): 
the five Italians, who were Pietro Monte, Achilles Marozzo, Camillo 
Agrippa, Giacomo di Grassi, Giovanni dall'Agocchie; from Mallorca 
was Jaime Pons de Perpiñan, and Spaniards Francisco Roman and 
Pedro de la Torre. Another great mob of authors followed these (on 
the whole, despite contradicting them in part), whose superfluous 
writings wander the world, like letters to their vanity; these were 
Joachim Meyer…"



ENGAÑO Y DISENGAÑO (1635)

Nueve Autores hallamos ser los primeros seminarios desta secta 
(disforme, y horrendo monstruo a quien han venerado los hombres) los 
cinco Italianos, que fueron: Pedro Moncio, Achile Marozo, Camilo 
Agripa, Giacomo de Grasi, y Iuanes de la Agoche, y Aleman Ioachin
Meyer…

"We find nine authors to be the first semenarians of this sect (a 
disfigured and horrendous monster whom men have venerated): the 
five Italians, who were Pietro Monte, Achilles Marozzo, Camillo 
Agrippa, Giacomo di Grassi, and Giovanni dall'Agochie; and the 
German Joachim Meyer; …"

"Meyer published in 1570, 12 years before Carranza"



NUEVA CIENCIA (1625)

Y este mismo premio se le deve à Ioachin Meyer, por 
aver traducido en lengua Tudesca, para enseñanza de 
su nacion, pensamientos tan humildes, de quien sin 
razon, ni fundamẽto se aficionò, y satisfizo.

"And this same prize is owed to Joachim Meyer, for 
having translated into the German language, for the 
teaching of his nation, such humble thoughts, 
without reason or foundation, that he became fond 
of and satisfied by."



NUEVA CIENCIA (1625)



Questions?

CONCLUSION
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